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? To the R E ADER, 
 GentleReader:. 
BF thou art Pious , 4ud 
K Prudent,nd loweſt Gods 
Truth, and.the Churches 
Purity and Peace, ths 
_ CSP” plain Picce will not be 
 wnacceptable to thee : The Subjet? i 
ſcaſonable, ad ſutable enough z and 
1 have endeavoured to handle it ( fofar 
4s 1 meadle with it) ſolidly, ſatisfago- 
rily, aud alſo ſuccinaly ; omitting IL 
luſtrations, 1llations, yea, aud Appli>” * -: 4 
cations alſo , that thou mighteſt have = © 
much trutin a few ſmall leaves, and 
z0t rea long for «little ; if the Do- 
&rine be ſound, 7 ſhall leave thee to 
make the Uſe. My Deſire ad De- 
ſigns, the korptitidn of fin and wic- 
keanefs, and whereas wickedneſs (ac- 


Az” cording 
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gording 4s one or other of the three ene« 
mis of our ſalvation © predominant) is 
either Fleſhiy, 4s Aaultry, F ormcation, 
Gluttony, Drunkenntf., Or Worldly, 
as Covetouſneſs, Injuſtice, Oppreſſion, 
E xtortion. Or Diveliſh, 4s Schiſme, 
Hereſie, Blaſphemy, Contempt of . Ma- 
giffricy, Miniſtry, and other Ordinan- 
ces of God, The firit of which: was top 
much indulged in former tinith g und 
the third (to ſay nothing of the ſecond) 
is #s much indulged in theſe times, 1 
am not now £0 fight againit Fleſh and 
. Blood, but againſt the Spiritual Evils 
of the Times, which are both Sins and 
Judgements; and ſhew,both mans wic- 
. kedneſs, and Goas wrath ; and are (io 
ſay no more) as leavening, Mat. 16. 6. 
11,12.Gal.5.9. Antichriſtian, 1 Fob. 
2+. 22,6 4- 3. &:2 Fob, v. 7. Satha- 
nical, 10h,8:44- I Kin.22.22, 1 Tim. 
4. 152+, As 13-10. 2 Tim, 3.8. 45 
profaneſs is, though now more practiſed, 
preached, and pleaded for, then former- 
ly : I am not able toencounter with them 

FEAR 2s _ 
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my ſelf alone, when theſe enemies come 
in like a flood, the Spiritof the Lord 
ſhall lift ap a Standard againſt them. 
I defire n0t to ſpeak any thing my ſelf, 
but to hear what the Spirit ſaith unto 
the Churches ; and to report what 
Judgement he gives, as he hath left it 
on Record in holy Scripture; in which 
are written, the great things of the 
| Law,and the gracious,glorious things 
of the Goſpel : 0h let them not be ac- 
counted a {mall thing !. The enſuing 
Tract doth repreſent that the holy Ghoſt 
doth (as it were) cite, or ſummon, 4nd 
cauſe ſeveral Spirits to be apprehended © 
and brought to Tryal , and that he ſets 
down certain diſtintive Signes vnd 
Symptomes of the Spirit of God, and 
other Spirits. And laſtly, That he doth 
examine ana determine ſome partt- 
cular cafes brought before him, concer- 
ning the Spirit of Prayer, the Spirit 
of Propheſie, the Witneſling Spirir, 
the Miniſterial and Anti- Miniſterial 
Spirit : aud when this Treatiſe hath 
A 4 . made 


 TotheReader.” | 

made th repreſentation, it gives up the 
Ghoſt. Ss gets © 
| - bath been my hearts deſire and 
Prayer, that 1 mizht repreſent theſe 
judicial proceedings aright ; It s my 
' hearts. defire. and prayer, that thox 
mayeſt receive them aright ; and that 
the high and holy Spirit of God, may 
be with thy Spirit, and with the Spirits 
of all Saints; andparticularly, with 
the ſpirit of him, who is | 


Maxchefler,  Thelcaſt of all Saints, 
EATS Io 


yn: 


_ eAn 


eAn Epiſt'cs. 


Goor READER, 


Ls Cannot conceal the 
x. contentment that I 
. took in this /zzele, but 
 Fudicious Treatiſe , 
Bo when it was brought - 
Naw - _to.me for peruſal ; 
The communications of Gods Spiric 
are made matter of ſcorn by ſome, 
and by others a meer pretence g what 
more uſual now, then for fanatical 
perſons to pretend to a peculiarity of 
the Spirit « As the filthy Gno#icks in 
the Primitive times gave out, thatall 
others were carnal, they only were 
evoa FVSUPATINO, ſpiritual men 5 as ha- 
ving a ſpecial preſence of the Spirit 
in them : Yide Ireneum, Lib. 5. to 
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alibi, and therefore their pride is 
ſuppoſed 
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To the Reader. 
ſuppolcd to be taxed by the Apoſtle 
F nae verſe 1 9. Luxixor 7120p wh Exovles, 
Hos uot having the Spirit z, that is, 
y their brutiſh paciſes they plainly 
ſhewed, they had leaſt of thac Spirit 
to which they did pretend - Tertwul- 
Kan when he turned Mantaniſt, wrote 
2 Book adverſus Pſychicos , agatnſt 
the carnal or animal men, intending 
thereby the Orthodox + Bur this is 
notall; How often do ſuch kind of 
perſons father the Brats of their own 
carnal hearts, upon the holy Ghoſt ? 
2nd entitte the ſuggeſtions of the dived, 
that evil ſpirir, ro the impulſions of 
that hely Spirit of promiſe, by whom 
we are ſealed tothe day of Redemption : 
Therefore it much concerneth the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, to vindicate 
the honour of God, and to put peo-. 
ple upon Trying the Spirits, and in 4 
matter of ſuch concernment, to give 
chem the beſt light they can, Tow will 
bear with me a little tiny folly (for | 
fuch I account it to be; to wn "i 
me Þþ 
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To the Reader, © 
the world with the courſe of my pri- 
yate Miniſtry) and indeed bear with 
me, 2 Cor.11.1. Whillt I tell you, that 
conſidering the neceſſity of the pre- 
ſent times, wherein {ome deny the 
Perſonality and God-head of the Spi- 
ritz others counterfeit his 2 reſence 
and Operations ; and many miſhaper 
and monſtrous concetts are obtruded 
upon the world concerning both: I 
thought I could not better ſerve the 
preſent trurth,and accompliſh the ends 
of my Miniſtry, then by clearing up 
the whole Dodtrine of the Spirit , as 
touching his God-head and Perſonali- 
ty - His Efu(on, firſt upon Chriſt, 
as the Head, ſenſibly at his Baptiſm, 
Mat.3. On the Apoſtles, as the chief 
Agents and Fadtors for his Kingdom 
on the day of Pentecoſt, 4.2. Then 
upon «l/ Believers, till his ſecond 
coming, eſpecially on the Miniſters 
of the Goſpel, who are ordinarily pre- 
ſumed to have a more plentitul mea- 
lure of the Spirit, according to that 
2 place 
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gs - T#'the Reader « : 
place which they ſuſtain in the body .: 
Next, my work was to ſtate the max- 
wer of hs Preſence, the quality of his 0- 
perations, in Enlightning, Sanetifying, 
Witnefcing,Comforting, Strengthning, 
Lnickning, Awakening, Thoughts of, 
anddefires after our bleſſedneſs in Hea- 
ven; more eſpecially the influence of 
the Spirit upon the duties of Prayer 
and Preaching: And after all this, I 
took occaſion to ſpeak of reſiſting, 
grieving, and quenching the Spirit on 
the one {ide, and of gratifying and 
eorifying the Spirit on the other; in_ 
all which diſcaurfes, I mainly intend- 
cd adirceion to Chriſtians, to guide 
them in the Tryal of Spirits 5 and 
whilſt I was conſidering of making 
- this work more publikely uſeful, how 
happily am I prevented by the pains 
of this godly, learned, and judicious 
Anthor, who hath treated of the ſame 
things, almoſt in the ſame method z 
and thatin ſuch a ſuccind# and ſtreng- 
thy way, that if thou complain of any 
: thing, 


. To the Reader. | 
thing, it will be of want of words, not 
of matter 3 ſo much being ſpokenin ſo 
little a compaſs - For my part, I can- 
not but profeſs my joy, That the 
Lord hath enclined the heart of ſuch 
an able perſon; to ſuch an Argument. 
. Now this good Lord bleſs his La- 
' bours to thine Uſe ; I am | 


Thiac in all Chriſtian 


Service, 


T homas Manton. 
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of Tryal of Spirits in the 
General. 


Here are evil Spirits as well as 

good; reprobare Angels,which 

did not abide in the Truth,as well 
as ele? Angels, which were confirm- 
ed in grace and truth : The Scripture 
mentions 4 Spirit of the world, 1 Cor. 
2.12. 4 9435 0wn ſpirit, Ezek.13.3.4 
perverſe ſpirit, Iſa.19.2. 4 ſpirit of di- 
vination, a ſpirit of antichriſt, a ſpirit 
of errour "and giddineſs,as wellas a ſpi- 
| rt of truth, of faith, of love, of meck- 
neſs 345 Satan ſets up falſe gods, in op- 
poſition to the trae and living God, 
-| and falſe Chrifts, in oppoſition to the 
1 ire Chriſt; fo he -__ ſers up #ying 


ſpirits, 


2 Of Tryal of Spirits in general. 
f{pirits, in oppoſition of the true ſpirit 

falſe Apoltles, talie Prophets, falſe 
Miniſters, in oppoſition of the true 
and faithtul Miniſters of Chriſt ; and 
the worſer ſortof ſpirits are abroad, 
Satan walks up and down, 100 and froin 
rbeearth. Many falſe Prophets are gone 
out into the world;rhey have fromGod 
a kind of commiſſion, though no ap- 
probation, 1 Xing. 22. 22. and from 
men too much permiſſion and conni- 
vence : and this comes to paſs by the 
wiſe and gracious ordering of God - 


Partly for the puniſhment, both of 


miniſtcrs,which havetoo much com- 
plied with the ſins,crrors,and ſchiſms 
of the times; afd of proteſſors, which 
have loathed Manna, grown wanton ' 
and weary of the moſt holy and 
wholeſom truths.,and defirous of no- 
vclties : and partly, for the probation 
and tryal of rhe truly, fincere, and 
{ound paſtors & people, Dew.13.1,2. 
i Cor.11.19, ASI ofoots chaſtity was 
:ryed by his ſtrong temptations to 


uncleah- | 
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- Ger. 3 9.0r pollibly God 
would ſhewns the miſcry and miſ- - 


chief of toleration;, under which: (as 


we plainly-ſcc)whatſoeveris dearandP® 
precious inthe eyes of God: and his 
People, is baſcly profaned and abu- 
ſed : It istherefore neceſlary,that we 
ſhould Try the Spirit ; indeed it is not 
caſie todiſcern the difference. of ſpi- 
ritsz a bodily blemiſh,as defe& of an 
eyc,an arm,or hand,is diſcernable by 
every child or fool; but a defe&t in _ j 
inthe Intellecuals is leſs diſcernable,  : 


.and ſpiritual deceits are ſpun with the 
| fineſt thred, and leaſt of all diſcover-. 


able or contutable z yet it is dange- 
rous not to diſcern them. The ſpirus. - 
of ſome herbs are as hurtfsl,as others 


| archealrhful, The honfe and home of 


00d ſpirits, is heaven ; of bad ones, 

{: each of them labour to condu& 
men to the reſpe&ive places from 
whence themſelves do come. Adane 
and Eve not diſcerning Satanin the 
Setpent, plunged both their —_ 
P- 2 anc 


of Spirits ingeneral. 3 
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and poſterity,into a world of wo and 
miſery, and many of their poſterity 
are in like manner cheated into Hell, 
Q2 Pet. 2.1,25 3. 
The perſods that are to'Try,arethe 


Chutch of God ; the Catholike and 


particular Churches, Paſtors, Goyer- 
nors,and every Chriſtian: Thoſethat 
axe truly regenerate, have in a mea- 
ſurethe Spirit of God,and them God 
will keep, that either they ſhall not 
err fouly,or not finally; And thoſe that 
have only the common gift of the 
Spirit , may thereby be enabled 
ſoundly (though not ſanifyingly or 
ſavinegly) to diſcern and diſcover er- 
rors, Tryal is in order to paſſing 
judgement ; and though private 
Chriſtians have not the judgment of 
deciſion ; yet they have,and are to.ule 
the judgment o! private practical d:ſ- 
cretion, that their faith may not be 
implicite and blind, reſting only up- 
on men. Bur alas! what ever right or 
liberty all Chriſtians have, ſundry of 


them 
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them have no ability of trying ſpirits, 
at leaſt not in all cates; as Infants in 
age, Ideots,and thoſe that are weak 77 
the faith, which are indeed to be che- 
riſhed, and riceived,but not jnto doubt- 


| f#1 diſputations, Rom. 14-1, Caſtles 


cannot be built in the ayr ;, foundati- 
ons-muſt be laid, and walls built, be- 
fore the roof can be built, or pinacle 
ſetup : Some have need of milk, and not 
of ſtrong meat, being unskilful in the 
word of righteo«ſneſs, Heb. 5. 12,13. 
Oh that they would learn the firſt 


principles of the Oracles of God, and 


build themſelves in their holy faith up- 
on firm foundations, which through 
Gods wiſdom and goodneſs arc 


| more plain and cafle, before they ex- 
| erciſe themſelves in matters too hard 


and high for them, Plal.131.1- 

The Spirits that are to be tryed, are, 
thoſe Spirits thar we have zeed and 
occaſion,as well as abilityro try : All 
ſpirits need not F ts as becauſe 
their folly and fatſhood is manifeſt ro all 


3 men 
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menatthe firſt fight : Thoſethat preach 
other Goſpels, are tobe accurſed, Gal. 1, 
7, $. They are neither ta be entertained. | 
in our houſe, nor ſaluted by the way ; © 
2 Joh. 19. When Cerinthus was in the 
Bath, 7obz diſputed not with him, but 

leaped out from him - Get thee bebind 
me Satan,is good inthis caſe, Or, be- 


cauſe they have been duly tryed al- } 


ready there isa time of trying, and | 


but a time $- and then there is a time F 


of holding faſt that, which upon try - 
al we find good, and abſtaining from 
all appearance of evil, 1Theſ.5.21.The 
Ber&ans having by ſearching the Scri- 
piures found that Pauls doftrine was 
ſound ; and the Church of Epheſus 
having tryed the falſe Apoſtles, and 
found them lyars,need not trythe ſame 
perſons and doctrines over again, A 
17.Rev.2,Alſo ſome ſpirits lic not in 

our way, and we are not ta gq out of 

Gods way,to find out matters of try- 

al; for then we ſhould ncedleſly ruſh 

intg magy temptations, and ſpend al 

| the 


1 days of our ſhorr life, in enquiry and 


F - Try 


> 
; 
1 | 
; 
| 
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examination of the ſeveral dreams 
and dotages of Pagans, Turks, ſews, 
Papiſts,Hereriques,and Schiſmaticks 
of {cyeral ſorts, inſtead of growing iz 


grace, and the knowledge of Chriſt cr#- 


cified, and abownding in the. fruits of 
righteouſneſs | 

yal neceſlarity ſuppoſeth ſome 
rule by which the tryal mult be made, 


& and no rightcr or ſurer rule imagina- 


ble,then the word of Gad;and if they 
ſpeak not according to this word,it is be- 
cauſe there is nolight in them, 1(a.8.20 
whatſoever they boaſt of light in them 


their light is darkneſs : this is the rule 


and ſquare of our walking,Gal.6.16, 
and muſt judgeus at the laſt day, Toh. 
12.48. Rev.20.12. God the Author 
of the holy Scripture, is the ſupream 
Law-giver and Judge,the maker and 
expounder of the Law, 1/4. 33. 22. 
Fam-4.12. Th holy men writ, being 
inſpired by the holy, eternal, infallible 


ſpirit, 2 Pet, 1, ult, and one knows 


B 4 the 


ryat of Spgrits tn general, |} 
the mind of God better then the Spirit 
of God, 1 Cor. 2. 11. To the Spirit 
ipeaking in Scripture, all created ſpi- 
rits are to be {ubjeR: Pauls Doa&rine 
(though an Apoſtle) was tried by this 
rule, Act. 17. 11. Though the Scri- 
pture cannot doalthe parts ofa judg, 
becauſe it neither ſpeaketh with the 
| voice of a man, nor doth it, or can it 
examine or determine matters of 
fat; as whether Arizs denied the 
God-head of Chriſt, orno ? Yetitis | 
ſaid to ſpeak, Foh.7.42.and doth judg 
controverſies, as a Writing Hoſ.8,12. 
a mans Will and Teſtament, Heb.g.15. 
a Charter, a Letter, a Law doth ſpeak, 
and we may underſtand a mans mind 
by his writing, as well as if we heard 
him ſpeak, and may better preſerve, 
yea more, and longer ponder upon a 
writing,then upon words only. 

T ſhal add this hereunto by way of | 
- caution.that when I ſpeak of the Spz- 
rits being orawelling in aSaint,T mean 
not an cſſcatial or perſonal in-being | 
or 


% 


Of Tryal of Spirits7n general, "g © 
or in-dwell ng of the. Spirit, as he is «4 
God, or the third Perſon of the holy 
Trinity: God's ſaid #0 dwell 333 14,2 Cor, 
6.16. and we are the Temples andhabita- 
tions of God, 1 Cor.3.16,17. and Chriſt 
is not only given for us,Þut 79 us, I{a.g. 
6. comes in 10 15, Rev. 3.20.45 1 #5,10h, 


17.23. livethin us, Gal.2.20. dwelleth 


in our hearts, Eph. 3.16, 17.4S Well as 
the holy Spirit of God : Yer me-thinks 
ir is ſtrange, to ſay that the Father, Son, 
and holy Ghoſt do dwell perſonally in 
the ſaints; for whereas cach Perſon is 
both indiviſible and omnipreſent, this 
ſcems both to divide and limit them, 
to ſay, that any of them is per{onally 
here or there, in Peter, Paul, or other 
ſaints, and not in intermediate places ; 
and there is a generation of men now a. - 
days, that upon this account, would 
coniound and equalize rhe Creator 
and creature the eternal God, Father, 
Son,and Spirit, with mortal{yea milc- 
rable) men. If the evil ſpirit, though fi- 
faite" and limitted, may aR and rule - 
the 
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| | thechildren of diſobedience, 1 


id 4 1 }#hs ; P 


| / Eph. 2.2. and may be ſaid to keep the 


| /- houſe, Luk.11.21.though he do not in« 
| habiteperſonally in them; much more 
may the Infinite and Eternal Spirit, 
without ſuch perſonal inhabitation,a& 
and rule in Believers. Befides this Scri- 
/ pture phraſe of in-being, and 2n-dwel- 
ling,doth import only inwardneſs, meer 
relation and cloſe union, 79h.17.2223. 
Hence God is faid to be in Chriſt, as 
well as Chrift in God, Toh.17.21. And 
Saints are as well ſaid to be ix, and to 
dwell in Chrift, Rows.8.1. T0h.6.56. and 
ro be in the Spirit, Rom. $.9. as Chriſt 
or the holy Spirit are (aid to be, or 
dwell in them ; and therefore this 

hraſe doth no mere cvince perſonal 
inhabitation on the one fide, then on 
the other. It may be granted, that the 
Spirit of God being the /aF# of all the 
three perſons, in order both of ſubſſt- 
ing and working, doth come /ower and 
neerer to us, and more immediately 
cloſe with our ſpirits, theg the Father 


Or 


Joh. 4- 4+... 


of Tryalof Spire mgenesdt Th” 
orthe Son; for whatthe Father or the | 
Son do a&t and influence upon the ſoul | 
is mediately by the holy Ghoſt ;, and 
God by the Spiricon his part,doth take 
hald on us, Ezek.11.19.and we arc the 
hahitations of God through the Spirit, 
Eph, 2. 21, 22. as we by faith on our 
part lay hold on Chriſt, 79.1.12. and 
he dwelleth in onr hearts by faith, Eph, 3, 
 17.and it muſt of cells be granted, 

that the Spirit by a metonymy,may be 
ſaid to dwell in us, when we dwell in 
Love, 1 Joh. 4.16. and the Truth dwel-. 
leth in as, 3 Toh. v.2. when we pars 
of his Gitts and Graces, though thefe 

be not the Spirit it ſelf; for the Scri- 

pture doth manifeſtly diſtinguiſh them 

from it, ſaying, there are diverſities of 
Gifts,and but one Spirit, and that theſe 

are butthe Gifts, Fruits,and operations, 
of that one ſpirit, 1 Cor. I2. 4. to Ig, 

Gal, 5. 22: as when we ſay the Sun/ 
comes into an houle, we mean not the 
body of the Sun (for that abides in its 
own Orb) but the bygams of it - fo the 
Apoſtle | 


OOTY - 
- 
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12 Of Tryal bf Spirits in general, 
Apoſtle makes the Word of © hriſt dwel- 
ling in us richly, in all wiſdom, teaching 
and admoniſhing oye another in Pſalms, 
&c, to be the ſame wit": being filled with 
the Spirit,Cot.3:16. with Eph.5.18,19. 
Yeaeven Bezalzel, becauſe God had 
made him a good workman in blue 
Purple, &c. is ſa.d to be filled with the 
Sperit of God, Ex.31.2,3,4,5.And there 
1s a ſtronger and higher reaſon why a 
good Chriſtian, becauſe of ſuch graci- 
ous impreſſions of Gods Spirit on his 
foul. ſhould be (aid to be filled with the 
Spirit. Laſtly,it is not to be denied, bur 
there are ſeveral actings of the Spirit, 
7n, 03, and with the ſoul, diftin + trom, 
yea, and ſubſequent to his working of 
Srace in it, v7F, thoſe acts whereby he 
doth ſupport, affiſt, co-operate, and 
comfort, bear witneſs with our ſpirits, 
and ſeal to the day of Redemption, Rom. 
$. 16. Eph. 1. 13, & 4, 30. which not- 
withſtanding, come ſhort of proving . 
the Spirits perſonal 1#-being, or 1n- 
awelling in us,as hath been ſhewed. | 
x CHAP. 


CHAP. IL. 


Of the properties of the Spi- 
ritof God,with the vindi- 
cation of them from com- 


mon Miſtakes. 


T* firſt unqueſtionable property 
of the Spirit of God), 1s, that 3t 
is 2004, P[al.143.10. not only Metaphy- 
ſically (ſo the Divels are good, becauſe 
they are Beings) but morally - He; 1s 
the Holy Ghoſt,or Spirit 3 the Spirit of 
holineſs, Rom, 1.4. and his Motions 
are good and holy. and never evil; but 
Satanis 5 noxmgs;, the wicked one, wick 
edneis, ſpiritual wickedneſſes,Eph.6.12:; 
the evil ſpirit z his temprations are evll, 
and to evil, being a ſpirit of whoredoms, 
an unclean ſpirit, Hoſ, 4.12. he rempt- 

eth 


24 The Properties of the Spirit of Goa, / 


eth to murther, and lying, Fohyn 8. 44: 
co Sacriledge, 4. 5, 2. Covetouſneſs 
and Treaſon, 1oh.13.3. 

Obj. But ths or that ſpirit moveth to 
good antics, to abhor pride in Apparel, to 
renounce the world, &c. 

Anſw. Though the good Spirit of 
'God doth never tempt to evil; yerthe 
evil ſpirit ſomtimes perſwades to that 
which is good g and ſo he transformes 
himſelf into aw Angel of light, and his 
Miniſters, as the Miniſters of _—_ 
weff z appearing and pleading for righ« 
tcouſnels, 2 Cor,11. 14. but Satan doth 
mever move to good, as it is good 
(though by accident it may be materi- 
ally good ) bur as ſame fin or evil 
cleaves toit, his main defigne is to pro- 
mote evil, and he moveth to good du- 
ties, but obzter, that he might more ca- 


ily deccivc, and beleſs (ſuſpected ; the 


bairis good for the fiſh, but the Fiſher 
airgs at the catching and killing of the 
fiſh, not at the feeding of them ; and 


therefore there is an hook in it ; > 
dot 


With their Vindication, 16 © 
doth Satan in this caſe, Fames 1. 14» 

Queſt. How may 1 know when it is the 
evil ſpirit that moveth we to that which 
& good ? 

Anſw.1. When we are moved to da 
holy duties #»ſ#table,to do good things 
in a bad manner, without care or con- 
ſcience, viz. in pride, as David num- 
bred the people (athing in ſome caſes 
lawful and neceſſary) 1 Chron, 21. 1. 
or in hypocriſze, fo the Phariſees faſted, 
prayed, and gave Alms, Matth. 6. 
with opinion of Merit. Gal. 5. 2. 4.5.8. 
or for a pretence for the covering of our 
wicked intentions, Matth. 23. 14. 23. 
fo Herod, Matth. 2, 7, 8. So to pray, 
or preach careleſly, to come to the. 
Lords Supper unpreparedly, and un- 
worthily, 1 Cor. 11. 27. for Satan 
knoys that not only the plowing of the 
wicked « fin, Prov. 21. 4. Butalſo their 
Praying, Propheſying, and their Ser- 
vice of God, their Sacrifice to God, is 


 abominable, Prov. 28. 9. and that a - 


c#r ſe belongs to thems that dd the works of 
God 
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God neeligently, Terem. 48. 10, much 
more if they do it protanely ; And 
Satan would have us by this means to 
| £0 away with a curſe, inſlead of a bleſ- 
ſing. | 
Secondly,when we are moved to do 
good extravagantly, without call or 
commiſſion; io Corah and Dathan of- 
fered incenſe, Num. 16. Such: was Sauls 
ſacrificing ; Uz21a%'s ſtaying the Ark, 
(though his intention was very good ) 
UzXtah's offering incenſe : God is the 
God of order, the. evil Spirircauferh 
tumult,diſorder,diſtra&ion,confuſion, 
I Cor, 14-33. God hath appointed Or- 
ders in his Church, fr/t Apoſtles, &c. 


I Cor. 12.28, Eph. 4.11.His Canonis, 


Let all things be done in order, 1. Cor. 14- 
. 40. For the Church is a» Army with 
Banners,in Military Rank and Filezwo- 
men are appointed to keep ſilence in the 
Churches ; and' the Spirits of the Pro- 
phets are 10 be ſubjei? to the Prophets ; 
and every own ought to abide in his own 


Place and Calling ; '1 Cor, 7. 20. 24+. 


And the Apoſtle prays (a very ncedful 
and uſeful prayer) that they may be 


delivered from abſurd men ; or men out » * 


of their places, 2 Thef. 3. 1, 3» 
Thirdly, When we are moved to do 
good #nſceſonably, viz. when there are 
other dutics,cither in themſelves great- 
er,or more incumbent on us at that time, 
then that which we are moved to; ſuch 
is, our confidering our worldly occaſi- 
ons(art other times lawful and fit) upon 
the Lords day, Amos 8.5.1ſa 58.13. 
So private Duties and Exerciſes, in 
time of Pubiique Ordinances; for God + 
loves the Gates of Zzp1; the more Sos 
lemn and Publique Afemblics of his 
People, more then all the private dwel- 
lings of Facob, Pal. 87.2. So imperti- 
nent thoughts (though orherwiſe holy 
and good) which do hinder our pray- 
ing, hearing, ſcrving of God ; that we 
cannot pray, or hear &c. as we ought, 
| 715 all our might, Eccle(, 9.10.10 that 
expreſſion of Peters love and aftedion 
to Jclus Chriſt, was unleaſogable, and 
" ©»  _—_— 
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avon red more of man then of God, of 
Satan then of a Saintz Marr4, 16.27, 
22,23, There is atime for all things : 
Miſ-timing of our Duties, doth turn 
them to ſin: Satan would make Gods 
ways to interfere, and would have one 
_ duty to ſhoulder out another; if he 
cannot hinder every duty, he will hin- 
der opws diei, the preient duty : but the 
good man brings forth fruit in goed jeaſon || 
Þſal. 1.3. and every thing i beautiful 13 || 
21s ſeaſon, Eccl. 3.11. 
Fourthly, when we are moved todo þ 
good things unmeaſurably, when a | c 
Chriſtian,eſpecially a young Convert, || x 
will be dozng., Satan will have him over ||; 
Ao: It was the duty of the Inceſtuous fg 
perſon to be ſorrowtul, I Cor. 5. 2. but Jq 
there was danger leſt Satay ſhould ſwal- fy 
low him up with over much ſorrow,2 Cor, | 
2.10.It was a duty to keep the ſabbath, 
but the Phariſees over-kept it, Mar. 12. 4 
1.3. the Eutich & were to pray, butthey &, 
would be alway praying ; It is a duty tor ks 
married perſons to ftorbear the uſe n T 
on 


; : 


with their Vindication. 
the marriage Bed for 4 time, but not :00 
long,l:ft Satan ſhould tempt them for their 
incontinency, 1 Cor,7.5. Then alſoare 
duties unmeaſurable, orat leaſt unſea- 
ſonable, when they are prejudicial to 
our healths, Hoſ 6.6.God will have mer- 
ry,not (acrifices or do occaſion us to 
negle& the duties of our particular cal» 
lings or relations, 2 Theſ. 3.11, We 
cannot indeed exceed in our love to 
God, modus diligend} Deumyeſt ſine mo- 
do, but we may excecd incxternal ex- 


| preffions of love or ſervice,and this ex- 


cels is Satans policy;that he might wea- 
ty out the ſpirits of men, ride them off 


{their legs, and beget both in them and 


J others, hard thoughts of Religion, and 
Idraw them from this exccis in holy 


performances, to an utter negle& of 


them. 


Ie | 


; \ 


The ſecond unqueſtionable proper- 
ofthe Spirit of God,is T7#th,x Joh. 


$.6.Itis the Spiris of Truth, Joh. 16.13; 


Is Chrift is Truth, Toh. 14.6, as godneſs 
Sa conformity ts Gods Will,ſo Trath is 4 
_ Coy- 


19 


original and cternal truth that is above, 
God always ſpeaks truth, and never 


lies, he canwot lie, nor deceive.,or be de-. 


ccived : 1t is impoſſible for God to lie: 
Heb, 6. This Spirit leads not only to 
the truth, but zxto 7t, into all truth. 
But the evil ſpirit is 4 Liar, Ioh. 8. 44. 
a lying ſpirit, 1 Kings 22. 22. A ſedu- 
cing ſpirit , ſpeaking lies in hypocriſie: 
x Tim. 4. 1, 2. As truth is the ſon of 
God, ſolying is the daughter of the di- 
vel; Sataz lied to the firſt Adam, Gen, 
3:5. and to the ſecond Adam, Luk.4.6. 
and ſtill he raiſes open, outward,ſcan- 
dalous,lying reports of holy minifters, 
and other men, or elſe inward falſe (ur- 
miſes and ſuſpitions. 

Obj. But this er that ſpirit doth ſpeak 
truth, viz. that we ſhould repent, fear tht 
living God,and that there are falſe Teach- 
ers and Seducers abroad, of whom we mui 
beware, or the like; therefore this'is thi 
good Spirit of God. 

4 Arufs 
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conformity to his Underſtanding ; all 
truths below, are. but Copies of that 
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Anſw. Though it be true, that what 
ſoever Spirit doth lie, is not the Spirit 
of God, yet it is not true that every ſpi- 
-r | tit which ſpeaks any truth, is therefore 
-. | the ſpirit of God: Satan doth ſomtimes 
-: | atteſt the higheſt and holyeſt truths, 
to | viF. That Feſws is the Son of God, that 
bp | the Apoſtles are the ſervants of God, 
which ſhew the way of ſalvation, A&. 16. 
;- | 17.butour Saviour filenceththem,and 
-: | would not ſuffer them to ſpeak,though 
of | they ſpoke truths, Mar.1.34. A&t.16.18. 
i. The difference therefore between Sa- 
n,| tans ſpeaking truth, and Gods ſpirit 
6.1 ſpeaking truth,is this. p 
1-| 7+ It ſatan ſpeak iruth, he ſpeaketh 
s,j| 19 of hi own ; alic only is his own,Toh. . 
r-| 8. 44. he doth but borrow truths, or ra- 

ther teal them trom the Scriptures, the 

i Miaiſters or people of God, ler.2 3.30. 
he 2. When Satan ſpeaks truth, he u- 
ſually miſapplies it,as Fobs Friends did 

many prectous truths, ; 

3. He never ſpeaks truth in the love, 
or for the advantage oft; butto be a 

| _ pretence, 


/ 


: 
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prerence, ſhadow, and introduRtion tg 
a lie - If error ſhould appear in her 
own ſhape, ſhe would be very horrid 
and deformed, therefore ſhe puts on 
her, the Mantle of Truth,or gets ſome 
truth uſually to bear her com pany. 


"TILA, 
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CHAP. III. 
Of four ather Qualifications 
of the Spirit of God, and 


the vinat.ation of them. 
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Third Property of the Spirit of 

Ago. is Lizht, he isthe Spirit of 

Light, of W:f4om and Knowleage. 11a. 

LIL. 2. of R:velation in the Knowledge of 

aChr:/t, Eph, 1. 17. As God « light, and 

Chriſt is light, a Sun, abrizht Morning 

" | Star, the Spirit is compared to fire, 

A, 2, 17hef. 5. Heavenly fire which 
oo lizht as well as heat z but Hell- »_ 

re 1S hot and dark:Satan is that Prizce 

of darkneſs, the Ruler of the darkneſs of 

ths world ; which darkens and bliyas 

. the minds of them that believe not, 2 Cor, 
+ 4+ 
ObjeRt. But doth not the evil Spirit 


brip , 
C 4 mn. 


LY 
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bring alſo a light with it ? by 
 Anſw, Satan doth indeed transform 
himſelf znto an Anzel of light, 2 Cor. 
. TI.14.cſpecially in times,and amongſt - 
perſons pretending to much light, and 
* aboundinginall utterance and knowledge, 

1 Cor. 1.5. And therefore we are to 

underſtand, thatthe light of the ſpirit 

of God,is to argue or convince the world 
of ſin, of righteouſneſs,of judgement, Toh. 
16.8, Eph. 5.12, 13- to ſhew us(as the 
Angel did, Day. 10. 21.) that which is 
notedin the Scripture of truth,to explain, 
the glorious Myſteries of the Goſpel,” 
2 and Godlineſs, that we may diſcern 
L- rhem ina ſpir.taal manner, which a na- 
} tural man cannot do, 1 Cor. 2, 10, II. 
to ſhew us that by S$»x- light, which 
reaion can either not ſee at all, or but 
. as it were by Mo-n-light. 

The Gotpel is an everlaſting Goſpel, 
Rev. 14. 6, and the Spirit bids us co#- 
tend for the faith once delivered to the . 
ſaints, not alway in delivering : 'T his 
Lighr is a Light of the ſame Ne 4 
| WI: 


a dark lantorn (fay ſome) without the 
Spirir; but I am ſure rhar ſpirit is a 
going fire, a deluding ſpirit that carries. 
not, but contemnes and ccnfounds this 
Lanthorn, and there is no light in them, 
Iſa.8.20.The light that i in them © dark-. 
neſs, aud how great is that darkneſs Mat. 

6. 23. Gods people are led by the Spi-: 
rit, when they are led by the word in-- 
ſpired by the Spirit, 2 Pet, I. alt... 
and they are taught 7 God, when: 
taught by his Book : No Sp:rit of 


_ Chriſt doth abſtra& any mans faith 


from the Word of God, which.is in- 
deed the word of faith, Rom.10.8. Spi- | 
ritual knowledge doth not exclude; © * 
but contain in it the litteral knowledge, 
though the littcral knowledg may be 
without the ſpiritual; yer the ſpiritu- 
al knowledge of Gods Word is not _ * 
without the litteral: We are not war- 


*ranted to expe or truſt to Enthuſe- 
-aſm's or prater-ſcriptaral , much leſs 
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. with the light held forth in the Word, - 
 Pſal. 119. 105. the Word is a lantorn, 


F 20" Oudlifications of the Spirit of God. 

| contra-ſcriptural Rey-lations;z as they 
which had Mofes and the prophets, the 
Books of Mofes and the prophets, and. 
thoſe that ſate in Moſes Chair, were not 
to expect guidance from revived re- 
turning Ghoſts, but to heare Moſes and 

the prophets, Luk.16.29. Mat.232,3« 
fo we, which beſides Moſes and the pro- 

- | phets have alſo Chriſt and his Apoltles 
and have the Canon of the holy Scrip- 
tures perfe&ted, have much leſs reaſon 
tocxpect Revelations, and to ſleight 
the holy Scriptures - bur may, and 
ought to build on the foundations of the 
Prophets of the old Teſtament and rhe 

| Apoſites of the new, Eph.2.21. That 

| light which contradicts old Articles of 

EF faith, and coynes new oncs ; that Cas» 

| nonizeth new Scriptures, or preacheth 

{ new Goſpels, yca the very queſtioning 

| of, Carping , or Cavilling againit 

| _ known, received Truths, is of Satan, 

 Gen.3.1.5.And he that preacheth ans- 
ther Goſpel , though he ſcem wile as ag. - 

Angel, and have the Tongue of at ._. 

Angel, 
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Angel, and ſcem as holy and zealous. 
as the Angels, is to be accurſed , Gal. 1. 
7,8.9. | 

f The fourth property of the true Spj- 
rit of Godis Lewlinef, and indeed, | 
the more light, the more lowlineff, The | 
more loathing of onr ſelves , EXek., 36. 
27.with 31.tor the Spirit convinceth us 
of fin, loh. 16.8. makes Paul! to judge 
himſelf the cheif of ſinners,1 Tim.1215, 
and to be carnal, Rom.7.14. but the 
evil Spirir is proud, and puffceth up 
1 Tim, 3, 6.1 Cor.8. 1. 1s {upercili- 
ous and cenſorious of other men; ſpeak- 
ing evil of perſons,and things which they 
kyow not, and ſaying and by thy ſelfe, 1 * 
am more holy then thou, (4.65.5. calling 
others carnal, ſenſual, diveliſh, while 
they pretend themſelys to be free from 
fin: But the Apoſtle, who had the true 
Spirit of God, ſaith, 7f we (that is) If I, 
Fohs that writ this Epiſtle, or other... 
Apoſtles, or Belecvers, ſay that we have | | 
20 fin, we are liars, 1 Toh: 1. 'A 
+* The fifth property of the true Spi- 
HERE Z rit 
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2» Lnaluſications of the Spirit of God 

rit of God is Liberty, where the Spirit of 
the Lord is there is liberty, 2 Cor.3.17.. 
He is 4 free Spirit, Pſal. 51. 12. Satan 
isa ſlave, and ofa ſervil Spirit, and fo 
all his Agents and Servants are; yea 
(lay fome)that is it which we plead tor, 
wiz} Liberty ; but you mult. therefore 
take notice of the marks of this Liberty 
| | Firſt, That Liberty which is from the 
F | Spirit of God, is not a Liberty zo fin 
|, but froze fin, Tohn 8. 34. 2 Peter 2. 19. 
| Sccondly, This Liberty overthrows 
not either Eccleſtaſtical or Civil Go- 
verment , I. Per. 2 13. 16. for this 
wete io make it a Cloake of maliciouſneſs. 
Thirdly , This Liberty is to and zz the 
- ſervice of God, andnotfromit; men 
F” now talk much againſtforms, bur there 
are ſome Forms of Gods Inſtitution, 
# . aadothers of mens inventions; though 
I | we be free from all finſul ſuperſtitious 
| | forms of mens inventing ; yet wearc 
[if not therefore free from the lawful and 
necdful Forms that are of Gods ap- 
pointing, His ſervice 7s perfect {free , 
{| ; w af 
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' Andthtir vindieation. "9 
*The fixt property "of - the Spirit of 
God, is Unity: Unity, Love and peace 
is the fruit and effect of the good Spire 


Eph. 4.3. Gal. 5. 22. weareall madeto © 
arinke into one Spirit , as WE all Jews 


and Gentiles, are by one Spirit baptized 
into one body,or univerſal Church,1 Cor. 
12. 12,13. the moſt plentiful cffuſton 
of the Spirit, made beleevers of one heart 


and ſoul, 4.4. 31, 32+ but the evil, 
ſpirit is a deviding ſpirit , F#de. 9. 23. 


The Apoſtle intimates that ſcandals 


and divifions are from Satan, Rom. 16. * 
I7,with 20. Heis a ſ{eperating Spirit, ' 
as the Spirir of God is not, F#de v. 19. | 

Queſt. But is not Satan alſo an uniting 


Spirit io 


ſelf, nor :is his Kingdom djviaed againſt 


Zt jelf. Mat, 12.25, 26. 27. Wh:le the, 
ftrong man armed keepeth the houſe, all 
things are in peace , Luk 1t. 21. He | 


would not have Idclatrous, Heretical 
falſc 


"I —2 
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Anſv, Yes he is, but thatisin his 
"own Kingdome, and amongſt his own 
people For he 1s not divided aganſt him- | 


y 4 


- 


Fo 
44 
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Falſe Churches to be lifarbed divided, 

or ſeperated trom, much leſs deſtroyed 
| þur in true Churches (which are rhe 
: Kingdom of his enemy the Lord Jeſus, 
. Satan labours to breed and feed jelou- 
 fies, ſuſpicions, diviſions, ſcandals, he- 
| reſies, leperations, As1t is the Policy 
; of all States ro maintain uniry among(t 
their own Subjects and ſervants, and to 
foment contention and diviſions a- 
mong(t their cacmies. 
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(containing two other Pro- 
perties of the Spirit of 
God. 


T= ſeventh Property of the Spirit 
of God is, That he is a friend and 
Favorite of all Graces, or holy habits 
and di'potitions in the ſoule z he is the 
Spirit of grace, zach. 32. Io, of Faith 
2 Cor,g.13, of the feare of the Lord,1Iſa. 
I 1.2, of meekneſs, deſcending in the 4p 
of 4 Dove, Mart. 3. Gal. 6. 1, andt 
effe&s and fruits ot it are love, roy, ec. 
Gal 5. 22. obedience, Ezck.39. 27, 31- 
Bur the evil ſpirit is an adverlary to 
theſe gracesz- they are the Armor of. 
the ſoul againſt him Eph, 6.12.23. &C. =; 
and a man would not have his enemy * 


armed but naked, that he may more 
| eaſy 


. 
o 
1 


to faith, Luke 22.31. 32; to integrity 
and pprightneſs, ob ch. 1, 2. to obedi- 
Ence, Ger 3, 1, &Cc. he r#leth in the chil- 
dren of diſobedience, Epi. 2. 2, Indeed 
heisa freind to falſe and feigned gra- 
ces, 2 Cor. 11,*1g, 15, a freind of talſe 


| repentance as in Ahab and-Fudas ; of 
voluntary hnmility , while men arc 
. vainly puffed up, Col. 1, 18, of a pre- 
tended purity , 1ſarah 65. 5. that a fin- 
ger 15 not to be touched, Luke, 7.39.0f 
_afeeming ſelf-denial , ſuch as was in 
'the falſe Apoſtles , which inveighed a- 
'gainſt the trae Apoſtles , that they 
-walked after the fleſh 2 Cor. 10. that 
-they were Hirelings, and Preached for 
- money 3 but(ſay they) we will not ex- 
a&,norexpedt any thing, we wil preach 
the Goſpel treely,2 Cor.11.12 13:5 I4- 
And this occaſioned the Apoſtles to 
_ that it was as lawful tor Mint- 
"Kers to receive; yea in its: place to ex- 


mily 


 eafily wound him, Heis an adverſary 


faith or preſumption, of hypocritical | 


-pe Maintenance for himiclte and Fa-- 
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{| mily, as it is for a Souldier ro expect 
his pay , an Husbandman, a planter 
of a Vineyard, a Shepherd to expe& 
the.fruir of his Grounds, Vineyard or 


Flock : Though Saran had got 


ſuch 


ſtrong Holds in the carnal, coverous 
hearts of the Corinthians, that Pau! 
was glad to Preach the Goſpel treely 
to them, while he received -mainte- 


nance from other Churches, 
The eight Property of the $ 


pirit 


of God is, that he alſo i5 a friend and 
favourer of boly Duties 4nd oratnances: 
of Sapplication as well as of Grate, 


Zach. 12. 10. the breath of the 
_ ritis ſweet, it breaths in grace, 


Spi- 


and 


breaths our prayers,and other duties: | 
For Firſt, icts gotten and encreaſed. 
by Ordinances, by Preaching, Gal. }. | 
2.5, Prayer, Luk, 11. 13, Sacra-. 


ments, Luk. 4. 1. This golden 


Oyl' 


. comes from the two Olive-Trees , 
through the golden Pipes of Otdi- 
Aances, Zach. 4.12, Sccondly, it 
uries 
and 


doth afliſt and help in holy D 
Kuer D - 


and Ordinances, as in Preaching, 1ſe. 
G1. 1. in praying, Rom. 826, 27. 
in Sacraments, M4t. 3. I1.Baptizing 


us inwardly, and making us Chriſti- | 


ans within , Rom, 2. 29. and the word 
which _ ſpeaketh concerning eat- 
' Ing his fleſh, and drinking his blood, 
are Spirit and life , Joh. 6.63. And 
by one ſpirit we are all, whether Jews or 
Genules,bapti3ed into one body ,and are 
made to drink into one ſpirit,1 Cor.12 
I3. So we ſing with the Spirit, &c. 
x Cor 14. Thirdly, When the gifts 
of the Spirit were undeniably poured 
out plenteouſly , and thac Propheſie 
of 7oel was unqueſtionably fuifiiled, 
At 2.,16,17.tholſe upon whom thoſe 
Bifts were poured out, and in whom 
that prophecy was fulfilled,did high- 
ly prize holy Ordinances ; they were 
baptized & continued daily with one ac- 

cord inthe Temple, and in the Apoſtles 
dotFrine,and fellowſhip,and breaking of. 
Bread and Prayers, At. 2.41, 42, 46s 
And the gifts then poured out, were 
prin- 
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Properties of the Spirit of God, 35] 
principally co fit aud furniſh men for 
the work of the Miniſtry and other 

- Ordinances , Epheſ.4.8.1 1 2. par- 
ticulary they were'taught to prize the 
Miniſtry: Cornelius was not of a Cap- . 
tain madea Preacher,nor did the An- 
gels preach to him, or ſend a gifted 
brother to him,thogh he had a devout 
Souldier , and Servant that waited 8 
him, yet he was to ſend, and Peter 
muſt came from Foppe to Ceſarea 
ſtraight, which was about thirty fix 
miles, A. Io, 4. In 4s 8. the Spi- 
rit finding the Eunuch reading, doth 
not himſelf interpret, but bids Phi- 
lip go joyn himſelf ts the Chariot, and 
Philip preached Jeſus Chriſt to the 
Eunuch: Indeed the Spirit of God 
hath ſometimes wrought without ., or 
abovethe word and Ordinances? yea 
it never wrought 474:nſt them , hath 
ſometimes ſtrengthened their Aurho-. 
rity and Uſe, but:never weakened - 
rem : Bur the evil ſpirit is an.cnemy 
to holy Ordinauces,to Prayer, refiſt- 
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36 Properties of the Spirit of God. 
ing the Prieſt, as he was ſtanding to 
Sacrifice, and Pray , Zach.3.1. T6 
Preaching, 1 The. 2.18.and thercup. 
on Elimas withſtanding Paul,is called 
a child of the Devil, At. 13, 10, he 
endeavors to draw Miniſters into fins 
and ſnares, Luk.22.32. He is ag ene- 
my to Baptiſm , he moved ſome to. 
deſpiſe the Counſel of God, and not tobe 
Baptiſed of Fohn, Luk. 7.30. He per- 
{wades Witches, Wizzards,and open 
 Apoſtates,to renounce their Baptiſm 
received in their Infancy , that they 
may be more deyoted to his Service: 
As ſoon as Jeſus was Baptifed, Satan 
fiercely tempted him, Zuk.4.1. and 
entred into F «das , as ſoon as he had 
received the Sop, Tob.13. 

Object, 7s Satan in 20 caſe,a friend 
to holy Ordinances * | 

Anſw. Satan is never a friend to 
Ordinances in themſelves, or to Or- 
dinances as holy :- though he do not 
always appear plainly againſt all Or-; 
dinances z he may ſeem to be —_ 

c 


Is, 
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| Forthemi, in cheſe Caſes. Firſt in caſe 
| there be ome uſurpation;cither on the 
' | parrcofthe perſons adminiſtring them, 
' | or onpartof the perſons which par- 
| rakeot them:ThoughSatan be awene-. 
* | my tothe right offering of incenſc,ſa- 
* | crificing, Preaching of the Wordz.yet 
" | heliked Corahs offering Incenſe,Sauls 
' | Sacrificing, giving of oly things un- 
{| to Dogs, caſting Pearls before Swine, 
coming to the Marriage Feaſt without 
"A 0 wedding Garment z unworthy com-. 
municating , whereby men are guilty 
| of the Body and Blood of the Lord; (0 
though he be an enemy. to Timothy , 
| | andother Miniſters, and their ſound 
Dodtine and Teaching z yethe is nor 
an cnemy to all Teaching z he will. 
admit that men ſhall get themſelves an 
heap of corrupt and flattering Teach- 
| «5,2 Tim. 4. 2 ,3. and that Feroboams 
' | ſhould fer up Idolatrous Prieſts of che 
loweſt of the peovle,and conſecrate who- 
ſoever will (which, yet indeed were 
good cnough tortheir Gods, for they 
D3 wW 
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py 
Put Calves ), ſo he ſers up falſe 
Apoſtles, falſe Miniſters; and 4s 
Fannes and Fambres reſiſted Moſes , ſo 
do the - men refiſt the truth Fa being 
rhen of corrupt minds reprobate concern- 
Be faith, Secondly, In caſe there 
be ſome notorious pollution, propha- | 
natiqn, or corruption .of thar Ordi- 
hance, which Elies Sons were intheir 
Sicrificing guilty of, 1 Sam. 2.1213. 
whereby . not. only . themſelves were 
made ile , bur the Lords people.( poſli- 
bly the better paft of them) were made 
[o anlree\> becauſe they ahborred 
not only that corruption, bur alſo the 
fering of. the. Lord , becauſe of it. 
hirdly,. In calc that Ordinances be 
I el MPT 2 CULT I-11 
ſer, up againſt Ordinances, Church 
againſt Church, and Altar againſt 
Altar: Seine (, faith Paul ) Preached 
Chriſt of envy and ſtrife and contention, 
Phil, 1.16..thoſe which ſay , they ore 
of Chriſt 'in oppoſition to Peter and 
Pasl, - are reproved, Cor. 1, 12. {0 
far as the holieſt Miniſter that lives L 
| ot 
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doth never ſo rightly and skilfully 
Preach the Word,or adminiſter other 
Ordinances , in contention and oppo- 
ſition ro any taithful ( though poſſibly 
not {o wel gitted ) Miniſter or people, 
he therein doth the work of Satan and 
not of God. 
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oy V. 


of the Spirit of Prayer on 


- Supplication : $ bewing 


how he doth afujt | in 
Prayer. 


=Hat- the- Spirit doth help us ro 
4 Pray, I nced not to prove, only 
I ſhall endeavour to ſearch out the 
manner how he helps : And that 
Firſt, Negatzvely. Secondly Affirma- 
wiocly, © | 
Firſt, The Holy Ghoſt doth not 
immediately inſpire A ie Method, Mat- 
ter, words of prayer as he inſp: red 
the holy men of God in their prophe- 
ing & are of holy Scriptures, 
for it he did, then as thoie propheſics 
were purely divine, infallible, free 
{rom any fault or faili Ng, corruption, 
yea 


— 


And Supplication. © 
yea and indiſcretion . in the form, 
phraſe, merhod or manner of them z 
fo alſo ſhould the words of our Pray- 
ers be alſo perfe&,purely divine, infal- 


lible, &'c. bur by ſad experience we 


find the contrary. 

2. Ir had becnafin(1I conceive) 
forthe Prophets ar men of God not 
to have delivered the very ſame Me(- 
ſage they received ofthe Lord , both 
for matter , manner and method ; but 
it cannot be conceived to have been a 
fin in any Saint of God, againſt the 
guidance and governance of Gods, 
Spirit; if he had uſed another Mcthod' 
or Phraſe of words in his mornipg. 
Devotions , then he did, ' I 

Secondly , The Spirit is not in our 
prayers properly, the per ſon praying or 
petitioning ; that js below rhe High! 


and Holy Spirit of God: Arriss, 
Macedontus , and others more lately , 
do abuſe, Rom. 8, 26, 27. and find- 
ing him(as they fancy )upon his knees, 

tacy- degrade him trom his ——_ 5. 


fs 


4} Of the Spirit of Prayer, 
but Augaftine Anſwers, the Spirit is 
faid to Pray ; as we iay Solomon buil- 
ded the Houſe , yet he was a Magi- 
ſtrate,a King,not a Maſon or Carpecn- 
ter; he direted how to build, found 
out Workmen,turniſhtthem with Ma- 
terials, and Money for the work: In- 
deed all the Perſons in the Trinity are 
Authors of our Supplications, as well 
as of our SanRification , Opera Trini- 
#4tis ad extra ſunt indiviſa ; but every 
' One in his order z, the Father and Son 
do SanRiific , and alſo help us to pray, 
by the Holy Ghoſt. 

Thirdly, Tha Spirit doth not make 
Interceſſion for us after the ſame man- 
ner that Chriſt doth, Romans 8. 34. 
Chr.ſt maketh Interceſſion in Heaven, 
' preſenting himſelf toGod for us , as 
the high Prieſt 4:4 bear the names of the 
children of 1ſrael upon his Shoulders,and 
pon his Breſt-Plate, noting to us that 
he would bear them up , and bear them 
out , that he loves them, and they lie 


near to his heart, x04, 28, 12.28,26 
XY bur 


but the Spirit of God doth make 1 
terceſſion in us upon Earth ; there is a 
vaſt difference (which ſomewhat doth 
reſemble this) between directing or 
drawing upa Petition toa Prince or 
State, and the preferring, preſenting 
it, ſpeaking to it , and pleading tor it- | 


the one may be dopein the Country, | . '/ 


the other. muſt be done at the Court, | 

- Fourthly , The help of the Spirit of 
God in Prayer , is not to be under- 
ſtood, excluſively , with relation to 
other Qrdinances , as though he did 
not help Godly Miniſters to Preach, 
andGadly men tohear, remember and 
PraRiſe, as well as to pray ; for the 
Sens of God are led by the Spirit inthe 
one as well as the = , Rom.,'$. 14. 
and he (as hath becn before ſhewed) 
is the Spirit of wiſdom ,. of the fear of the 
Lord ,, and of grace as well as of Suppli- 
cation : ; Now theſe have a general inte 
fluence upon the whole converſation, 
and not. only upon Prayer : Weare 
to waikin the Spirit , to ſing withthe 
Spi= 
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Sprrit,to ſerve God inthe Spirit, Rem. 
1. 9. Ioh. 4. 24. 

Fiftly, The help of the Spirit of 
God doth not prohibit , evacuare or 
invalidate other helps - Fohn did not 
{in in tcaching his Diſciples ro Pray , 
Luk. 11.1. nordid the Diſcipies of 
Chriſt ſin in defiring Chrift to teach 
them to pray and yet they did not 
conſider Chriſt as God , as Head of 
the Church, or Saviour of the world, 
 butastheir Maſter, prefling him with 
the example of Fob» the Baptiſt ; and 
perſwading him ro imitate it : they (it 
ſeems) 'did not underſtand,or not re- 
member the mind and meaning of 
Chriſt , in his Sermon, Mat. 6.6, 7. 
(bricf notes whereof are in Luk. 6.) 
Therefore they here defire that he 
would reach them to pray; and ottr 
Saviour ſaith not, ye have the Spirit, 
therefore you need not to be taught , nor 
faith he, Fohn was toblame toteach 
them to pray, nor, I will teach you as be= 


ing the Head of the Chureh , but 1 —_ 


aud Supplication. 45 
not toteach you as your Maſter , tio, I 
will ſend my Spirit to teach you , audin 
the mean time 1 will not help you ; but 
he teacheth them again, giving them 

| hence, a ſpecial rule of dire&tion; to 
whom, for what and in what manner and 
order they ought to pray : as alſo we 

- havea ſhort direRory , 1 Tim, 2-1, 
And the Iſraclites were appointed to 

take unto them words, Holea I4. 2. 

though the Spirit of God doth put us in 

remembrance, Joh. 14. 26. yet. Mint- 
ſters alſo may, yea muſt pur people 
in remembrance of whar is neceflacy, 

2 Pet. 1.12, 15. the ſame may be ſaid 

of Prayer. End 

Thus much for the Negative, how 
the Spirit of God doth not help in 
Prayer. 

Now I ſhall endeavour,by the help 
of his Spirit and your Praycrs,to ſhew 
Aftirmatively how the Spirit of God 
doth help in Prayer : and that help is 
of two ſorts, Habituating, or Aqtua- 
ting : the one is more remote, and the 
other 


46 Of the Spirit of Prayer 
other more neerer : The one qualifies 
| the perſon praying , the other the 

Prayer it (elf. | 
| The Spirir of God as tothe Perſon, 
is, Firſt, An Enlightning Spirit. Se- 
condly,an Enlivening Spirit, Third- 
ly, an Ezlarging Spirit. 

Firſt, He is a Spirit of Light, ex- 
kehtening the Perſon diſcovering our 
necds, neceſſities, our dangers and 
dutics , our caſes and cures, he ſhews 
us our fins , our ſelyes, aud the means 
of our Salvation, 7oh, 19.9. and con- 
ſequently what we ſhould pray for. 

| Secondly , He is the Sprris of Life, 
enlivening a man, Rom. 8.2.When God 
made man, he breathed into his Body the 
Breath of Life,and when a man is con- 
verted , the Spirit of Life is breathed 
into the ſoul; as the body without the 
foul is dead, (o the ſoul without this 
Spirit of Lite is dead alſo: A man 
that marries an Inheretrix, is Tenant 
by the Curtefic of England, it he be- 
get a Son , which is born and cries , it 

is 


and Suppication 47 
is much preſumed,that if there be life - 
there will be crying 5; The Spirit of | 
grace, is the Spirit of —_— 5 
Zach. 12.10, Paul ancw born Babe, 
falls a crying, Ad. 9g. 11. without", 
life there can be no crying. 

Thirdly, He is the Spiritof Libet- 
ty, and not of Liberty only, bur of 
Adoption alſo,cnlarging the ſoul with 
faith and love to God, Rom. 8. 15. 
only ſons can call God father:Chriſt 
in his Prayer called God Father, fix 
or ſeyen times, 10h. 17. This Father- 
hood is a good foundation of Faich 
and Prayer; Chriſt taught us to call 
God our Father - children cry Dad | 
and Mam. | | 

* Thhallnow come to thoſe Aﬀts of 
the Spirit,that are nearer to,and have 
more influence upon the Prayer - 
Which are theſe , 

Firſt , The Spirit of God doth in- 
vite, excite us to pray , as Satan ſug- 
geſts evil motions to hinder it, ſo the 
Spirit of God ſuggeſts good motions 

: RevV. 


* 06 and $ upplicatiojs 
| Reva 22.19, The Spirit ſaith; venice 
oremus, come letus pray. 

Secondly, The Spirir of God doth 
diſcover to us our preſent wants and 
needs : that we, which of our (elves 
know not what to pray for , may know | 
what to —_ tor, Rom. 8. 26. 

, Thirdly, The Spirit brings to out ; 
. [remembrance the ſavory and ſtitable 
phraſes and paſſages of holy Writ,e(- i 
pecially the precious Promiſes which * || , 
are moſt pertinent,are brought to our c 
minds and memories by this Spirit of 2 
Promiſe, 104. 14.26. Eph. 1.13. Pro- : 
mifes and prayers ate like figures of 6. 


and of 9.the very ſame figure,only the 2 
Promites like the figure of 9. do bend- c 
downward,and pray'rs like the figure 5 
of 6.do' point upward, p 

Fourtbly, He excites, corrobo- 21 
rates and ſtrengthens the graces of = 
prayer, faith, hope and love, &c. oy 


That they lye not as (ſparks under the” | , 
aſhes, he fills the Sails of the ſoul with 


"a fair wind, and carrics it with a full 
{2il 


and Supptication; -, 4g . 
ſail Heb. 10. 12. as Satan” filled the 
heart of Ananias and Saphira to lye : 
| ſohe fills the hearts of the Saints to cry; 
Our hearts ( ſaith one ) are dead and 
dull, and lye likea Login a Ditch, 
and though we toil and tag! with 
them , we cannot lift -them .up , but 
owe7iAaufdyilau he cnlivens our graces 
and raiſes up our ſouls, Rom. $26, 
Fittly , He enlargeth onr affections 
in prayer,with ſighs and groans that can ' 
not be uttered in words or phraſes , as 
one who is ſo ſore burden'd, oppreſſed 
and grieyed, that he cannot exprels it, 
Rom. $.26, _ \ 1 men 
Sixtly , It teacheth us to take care 
and make conſcience, that now, eſpe- 
cially in-Prayer , we offend not in our | 
tongue, Pſal. 39. L. It reſtrains that! 
petulancy and extravagancy of words 
and wit, great ſwelling words of. ya- 
ality , vain bablings , idle repetiti- | 
ons , &c. and ſo far as the Spirit doth” 
aliſt' us in our words » he tcacheth us 
to pray 1a the words of truth and ſo- 
beraecls. E CHAP. 
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Shewing the difference be- 
' tween the Spirit of Grace 
and Yupp:ication, and the 
common gift of Prayer. | 


He help of the Spirit of God is 

- not in all- alike ,- ſome have only | tr 

a common gift of Prayer ; ſach are as || | 

canting Beggers, which by uſe and | t| 

cuitome have got an artificial trade of 

begging; ſuch were the cunitting wo- 

men in 7ewry, and the like in 1reland, 

that have Lachrimas venales , Tearsto 

ſell : and others have a ſpecial gift 

grace of Prayer z and though even tie 
common gltt be from the holy Ghoſt, 

'I' Coy. 12.3 Yet I ſhall crave leave. 
thus to diſtinguiſh theſe works > by 


PÞy, do > Oo 


he 


" . and Common gift of Proyer. 


a ew Ov. 


calling the firſt of them , che gifs of! 
Prayer - and the ſecond I ſhall call (as 
Zachary calls it, Zach. 12. 10.) The 
Spirit of Prayer , And thus they dif- 
fer. 

Firſt , Hypocrites may have the gif 
of Praycr as well as the gift of Pro- 


-phecying, Mat. 7. 22. ſo had 1udass 


but only the Saints have the Spirit of 
Prayer , Rom. 8. 26, 27. _ 
Secondly, Poſlibly all Saints have 
not the gift of Prayer , or skill to con-' 
ceive and compole a Prayer ſuitable to 
their ſeveral occaſions, as Children,or , 
Babes in Chriſt ; bur all Saints have 
the Spirit of Prayer , Rom, 8. 15. 
Thirdly , The gift of, Prayer is on, 
ly exerciſed in vocal Prayer, and that 
1n conceived Prayer too; but the Spi>' 
rit of Prayer may be. found in filent 
Ejaculations,as in Nehemnah, Ch: 2. 45 . 
oF geen » Whole words were how 
card , and El: ſuppoſed ſhe had been 
drunk, but ſhe {7 + the Spirit 
of God, as they were, A#.2, Yea, 
3. thougt 


52 Difference of the Spirit of grace. 
though a word be not uttered , Ex.144 
I5, the heart hath a tongue that God 

Can hear; Feſwus Chriſt goed the ſame | 
. woras thrice, though he had not the Spi- 
: rit by meaſure; and he exerciſed the 
| ſpirit of Prayer as much,or- more, the 
' laſttime, then the firſt : ſo we may 
fing Davids Pſalmes in the ſpirit, 
2 Chron, 29. 30, Hence it alſo fol- 
lows, that Tyrants may rob us of the 
exerciſe of the gift of Prayer, but not 
of the ſpirit of Prayers the tongue of | 
_ the Spirit cannot be cut out, when af 
man cannot ſpeak , the ſpirit may 
a 
" HESTY » Fhey that have the gitt | 
of Prayer, they have aptexpreſhons, | | 
outward enlargements 5 they courtſ , 
4 
c 


God, and complement with him, 
profeſs more then is true , and pro- 
miſe more then they mind to perform, | ; 
they draw nigh to God with thier mouth, | « 

; Matth 15.8. Bur they that have: theſ 6 
| ſpirit of Prayer, have ſometimes (yea a 
| atalltimes when their ſpirit 1s veal) a 
cep 


i 
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deep impreſſions upon their hearts,de- | 
vont affections , ſoul inlargements ; 
ſftehs andgroans of the ſoul , are the life 
and ſoul of Prayer, ſighs and ſobs,griev-: 

ing and groaning arc good Rhetorick 
in the Cloſet, between God and us; | 


their affeions are too big for their | 


expreſſions, Row, $. 26. 27. words | 
are but the outſide of Prayer. 2 
Fittly , The gift of prayer is only | 
or chiefly of uſe , when we joyn with 
others; the ſpirit of Prayer is of as' 
much uſe when we arc alone. - 
| Sixtly, The gift of Prayer is apt to 
puff men up with pride, becauſe he _ 
can pray better then others , it makes 
men cenſorious and contemptuous of 
others ſaying , or thinking atleaſt, Z 
am not as this Publican , Luk. 18, 1. 
or ftand by thy ſelf , 1 am more holy then 
thow , 1ſa.65.5.Bur the Spirit of Prays/ 
er doth ſhew men fo much of their 
own wants and weaknefles , that they 
are aſhamed of themſelves , that they 
are humble, mean inthejr own eyes, 
| E 3 and 


26, 27, Could we diſcern who hath 
the Spirit of Praycr, we might diſcern 
whois the Child of God; the Father 
' hath Compaſſion on his ſick Child , 
though ir cannot ſpeak articulately , 
nor ſpeak at all,but only ſighs,groans, 


looks upon his Father, and then his 


Bowels yern. 

Seventhly , Qur living in known 
ſins, and loving them , may poflibly 
' not hinder the gift of Prayer , bur it 
cannot but damp the Spirit of Prayer: 
true, our fins may meritoriouſly de- 
' Prive us of all gifts, yea common gifts, 
Yar ſinis not ſo diametrically oppo- 


ite to gifts, as itisro grace, and the | 


Spiritot Prayer; for the Spirit of Sup- 
plication is alſo the Spirit of SanEitt- 
cation, Rom. 1. 4. the Spiritof grace, 
Zach. 12, 10. A little Box with Ctr 
| yet 


54. Difference of the Spirit of grace, © 
and preter others before themiglyes ; | 
the one is caſily taken notice of by F 
men, and hath the praiſe of men ; bur 
| the Spirit of prayer is only known to-} 
| bjm chat Hue the hearts , Rom. $.- 


55 
J yet in it, will ſmell long of it after- 


4 | ward 3 Prayer is a 00) ference with God , | 

© rompa.'y keeping with him, and” every. 

»-4 manis better by that company and. - 

.- Þ conference : He that refrains not fin, 

+ | may be ſaid 70 reſtrazy Prayer from 

v | God, [ob 15.4. Supplication will et-/ 

r. | ther iubdue (1g, or fin will cauſe Pray- 

, | <rroceale, efher Prayer it ielt, or at. 

, | leaft.che (p:ritual performance of it, ' |, 
. Eightly , Hethar harh only the gift WP | 
s | of praycr, may make trequent men- 


tion, and have (ome general minding 
a | of Jeſus Chriit : Bur he that haththe| 
y | grace oiprayer, lays all his weight , | 
t | andleansonly upon the Lord Jcius, 
; | in whoſe Name only he hopes to be 
- | heard. 
s Niathly , The one is ſatisfied with - ,/ 
- | the performance of the duty, and reſt- 
e | cthinthe work done, eſpecially if be 
- | have the praiſe of men ; the other is' 
- | not ſatisfied with any thing on this 
, | fide Grace, and the Love and Favour 


ot God, 
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. Laſtly , To omit more particulars, . 
eycry certain fign of Faith , Hope ,. 
Love, or- other the ſanctifying or ſa- 
-ving Graces of Gods Spirit, is a ſuffi- 
cient Chara&er of the Spirit of pray-_ 
er , as it is diſtinguiſhed from the com- 
mon gift of prayer, 

I have been the more careful to 
ſhew this difference, becauſe ſome 
\ , mensgifts in ane have been ſuch a 

 fnareto ſome well minded weak ſouls, 
that they preſently thercupon deemed. 
them to be Saints, yea and greedily 
embraced their crrors , and wicked 
practiſes. 
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Crae. VII. 


Of the Spirit of Prophecy \ 
menticned, A&.2.17,18. 


HE Lord here promiſeth a plenti- 
ful , powerful , and withal , a pru- 
dent cffufion of his Spirit ( for he ſaith 
he will not only drop, bur pour”, and 
yct not a/ my Spirit, but of my Spirit) 
on all fleſh , men of a Nations , Gen- 
tiles as well as Fews ; men of all con- 
ditions, ſons or ſervants; men of all 
ages , old or young ; perſons of both 


Sexes , ſons or daughters; and that _ 


they ſhall Prophecy : Now Prophe- - 
cying frequently in holy Scripture, 
and probably in this place, is a ſpeak- 
ing 10 men to edification, and exhor- 
tation and comfort, 1 Cor. 14. 3, The 
ſum and ſubſtance of their ſpecch, 


for the matter thereof , was 72 wyaniit 
Ts 


53 ©-7 thr oreat things of God, ver 11, 
þ iobab:y tuch great things as the 
bl:ff d . it_in did pra fe God for,wviF, 
tic Incitniion Concepiion, Nativi- 
ty of thc Lord Jews, Zak, 1. 49. and 
aliothe Innocency , M'racles, Death, 
Piſlion, Reſurrection, Aiccali- n of 
the Lord jcius, who tis called wox- 
derful, [la,g.6. 

As for this Sermon of Peter, it is 
not recorded tor an Ep.ramie of what 
they {pake,but an Apologic and Juſti- 
fication of their perſons trom that baſe - 
imputation of drunkenneſs. and alſo 
ot their Do@rine,trom Falſehood ary 
Novelty , by proving it by the old 
Team. wig ” TY 

Viſions and Dreams, being both of 
them divine repreſentations of things 
to men, do thus differ: Dreams are 
to 2 man when aſlcep: Viſions are re- 
preſentations of things to the eye, c1- 
ther ofthe mind or body when awake. 
"Ireams & Viſions are but dimmer 6 
arker repreſentations of Gods m_ 

0 
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God did ſpeak more freely , clearly , 
friendly , familiarly to Moſes, Numb. 
12.6, 7,8. And now in theſe laſt days 


fe opiree rrepee op 


he hath ſpoken to us by hes Son, Heb.1.% 


they both of them differ trom Pro- 
pheſying (though ſuch were called 
Seers and Dreamers, IT Sam. 9 9, 
Deurt. 13.1. Prov. 29. 18. Ila. 1. 1, 
for man is meerly Paſ/vein tiicone, 
and Adive inthe other; by Dreams 
and Vifions God ſpeaks 19 men,Plal.8g., 
19. Numb, 12. 6. by Propheſying 
one man ſpeaksto another, 1 Cor. 14.3. 
In the one they receive Inſtruction, 
and by the other they ventit ; their 
Dreams and Viſions did furniſh them 
for Propheſying. The great Que- 
ſtion is, When, and in Whom this 
Propheſie was, fulfilled : which I ſhall 
endeavour to anſwer in Certain Pro- 
poſitions. | 
The Firſt is, It is moſt plain and. 
certain, that the Prophefic was fulfil- 
led atthat time z ſo Peter doth aſſcrr, 
verſ. 16, and the Spirit did then de-" 
ſcend; 
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ſcend upon them, and they began to 
ſpeak with other Tongues, A@: 2. 2, 
| 334+ and they thar (probably) 1nthe 
morning could nnderftand none bur 
their Mother Tongue, A. 10.44,45+ 
. nor could read one letter of the Book, 
were by the ſpirit enabled not only to 
read, but to underſtand and tranſlate 
the Hebrew, Greek, Syriack, Arabick , 
into their own MotherTongue; yea to 
ſpeak and Preach inſeveral Tongnes, 
the wonderful things of God, ver/.11. 
as able, yea more ably then it they 
had been Maſters of Arts, Do@ors 
ot Divinity , Profeſſors of the Hebrew, 
F Syriack, Chaldee, and the other \Lan- 
\_ _ Luages; yeathey were. able to delt-. 
ver ſound Dodtrine, and to diſpute 
for it, Act.6. 9, This was a wonder- 
ful and miraculous pouring out of the 
ſpirit, ſhortly after Chriſts Aſcenſion 
into Heaven, and for the honor of it , 
Epheſ.4- $. and in performance of 
his promitc to his Apoftles, 4&.1.4.5. 
and immediately preceding in order of 
| ume, 


Of the Spirit of Propheſie. 6x 


time, as well as of the Text; thoſe 
ſtrange prodigies that threatened the 
ruin of Feruſalem, Verl. 19, 20. That 
God might have a Church amongſt 
the Gentiles , before the fall of 'the 
Jewiſh Church: And as the miracu-| 


lous confuſion of Tongues was the ca» 
{ting off of the Heathen, Gey. 11. 7. 
 ſothe gifrof Tongues in this variety, | 
was 4 means of their converſion, And | 


if the Prophecy was tulfilled at this 
time (as doubtlels it was) it 2s enough. 
ſundry Propheſies neither have been, 
nor ſhall be any more fulfilled then 
once, it is too much when a Propheſie 
is fulfilled once, to expe it ſhould be 
| tulfilled again; or becauſe it was ful- 
filled in one Age, therefore toexpet 
it ſhall be fulfilled in every Age. 

If this Text was fulfilled atter this 


time, it muſt be underſtood principally = 


of the Apoſtles, for they thar ſpake in 
this place were Peter and the Eleven , 
Afﬀts 2.12. called Galileans, verf. 7. 
and therefore their preachings, and 
Pro- 


T4 


_ I... 


Prophecyings were the principal ac- 
compliſhments of this Propheſie : 
And then Secondarily, Of Prophets.and 
Propheieſſes , 1 Cor, 12.28, Such as 
Agabus was, and the Daughters of 
Philip the Evangeliſt, A#.11. & 4#. 
. 21. 10. Indeed it were to be wiſhed 
| that all the Lords people were Prophets, 
| burnot that they may prophetic till 
they be Prophets, and may lawfully 
do it : Now the word Prophet al- 
ways imports a diſtin& Order, Office 
and Calling from others z The Apo- 
ſtle forbids women to preach, though 
the Corinthian women might be. as 
well or better gitted then any woman 
or man now adays 1s yet certainly the 
Apoſtles did nor forbid thoſe women 
whom my Text doth allow to pro- 

fie, and whoſe prophecying is 
- here mentioned asa blefling ; as well 
'. asthe prophecying of men - had ſuch 
 Prophetefles as Deborah and Huldab, 
and the Daughters of Philip rhe Evan- 
geliſt come to Corinth, or if they 
were 


were now alive, they might prophe- 
fie by virtue of a ſpecial Calling and 
Office, and none ſhould cither forbid 
them to propheſie, or being uncalled 
(what ever gifts he may ſcem to have) 
imitate them in propheſying. And 
Thirdly , Of the ordinary and perpetual 
Of ficers of the Church, 1 Cor. 12. 28. 
for ſome of the gifts which Chriſt 
Save to men at his Aſcenſion, did 
fall upon them alſo, Ep. 4.1. 

_- The third propoſition, This pro- 
pheſic is not rightly and regularly ful- | 
filled, in the preaching of uncalled |. 
andangifted men - For Firſt, As they | 
have no lawful ordinary Call ( as 
might eaſily be proved z yea, is alrea- 
dy by thoſe which profeſfedly under- 
take that work)nor have either Dreams 


or Viſions, or any other extraordina- . 


ry ways of receiving the materials of 
their preaching, ſo they have notany 
extraordinary Call, above what ma- 
ny others have , which are gifted' as 
well as they (ſave that poſſibly theſe 
arc 


sf 
” 31 
c 
Vt 


64 Of the Spirit of Prophefe, 


are leſs bold and adyenturous then 
they (ro give it no' worlſer name ) 
which yet do not, dare not preach, 
nor can it be charged on theſe as a fin, 
thatthey do not preach, -asjt would 
bea fin, anda great one too, if they 
did not preach which are called to it. 
Secondly, They ſeem to be highly 
conceited of their parts and Gitts ; 
they judge 4ny one ſufficient for theſe 
things, being ſwift to ſpeak, flow ro hear , 
like humor, hardly kepr within its 
own bounds; no Text roo hard for 
them to expound; no difficulties 
which they cannot unty : once them- 


' ſelves ſaid, that the work of the Mi- 


niſtery, was enough to take up the 
whole man; and that it was not fit 
that the graveſt, godlicſt, abieſt Minti- 
ſterſhould be a Juſtice of peace, or in 


any Civil Authority; but not only Mi- 


licary men, but even Handicrafis-men, 
canall the week day cntangle them- 
ſelves in the affairs of this lite, and on 
the Lords day diſcharge the hight 
W an 


— 


and hardeſt work of the Miniflery , 
1] whereas it is more ſcriptural and rati- 
. | onal, that Miniſters ſhould execute 
| civil Offices, then that Souldiers or 
| Handicrafts-mea, ſhould exccute Mi- 
niſterial Offices, and there are more 
prefidents of the one, then of the. 
other, Thirdly, They very frequently 
deſpiſe the Miniſtry (which is an of 
fice, and a worthy work, 1 Tim.3,1,and| , - 


ordination by the hands of the Presbi-| ... | 


| zery)which is an unqueſtionable Or- | 
dinance of God, uſed and approved 
by the Apoſtles and Apoſtolick men, 
upon whom God poured out more of 
-his Spirit,then theſe can pretend unto 


| 2nd alſo preſcribed and commanded: w—_ 


Titus, Fourthly , All the Errors, 
| Hereltes, Blaſphemies, Rantings , 
Quakings, of theſe times, have been 
I bredand ted by the preaching of ug- 

called perſons in New-Enelund; the 
Dotrine of the Familiſts,. Anabap- 
liſts, Antinomians, and Libertines, 
Þ was 


re 


by them,'n the Epiſtles to Timothy and| -; -*;. -- 


2 
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was bred and brought up in thoſe 
Nurſeries, ſaith M* Weld: All the 
Miniſters of England, fince the Refor- 
mation, have not broached ſo many 
Herefies and Blaſpemies, nor per- 
verted a fourth part of the number 
that theſe pretended prophefters baye 
done in a few years ; hence it 1s that 
the Arminians inthe Netherlands , and 
Heretical and Schiſmarical perſous 
elſewhere , are uſually tor this liberty 


of prophecying ; now the abounding 


aud tolleratiug of errors (not to ſpeak 
how deſtructive it hath been by con- 
ſequence to the lives of men) is far 
worle then the moſt cruel perſecution; 
for the one is but deſtructive to the bo- 
dy and outward weltare of Chriſtians; 
| butth's is deſtructive to the ſouls of 

men, divides and ſubdivides - the 
Church, fubyerts the faith and graces 
of the Spirit - In the one true Religion 
was crowned with Martyrdome, 


whereby the Goſpel was much honou- 
red, and ſunguis Martyrum , was ſt 
_ men 
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men Eccleſge; but in the other true Re- 


ligionis extreamly diſhonoured ; yea 
loſt ina crowd of falſe opinions , and 
patience and perſeverance alſo; the 
one did but occtdere Presbrteros , the 
other Presbiterium, Fittly, Theſe 
gifted mens preachings are either rude 
rambling , looſe diſcourſes , having 
no method nor matter of weight 1n 
them; whereas the Spirit of God gave 
the Apoſtles any3%yls2a 10 ſpeak apo- 
theems , A. 2.4. wile and weighty 
ſentences , not many words to little 
purpoſe, as phrantick , phantaſtick 
men do, 4.26.25. or it their Preach- 
ing be found and ſolid , they either 
ſteal their matter from others {as (poſ- 
ſibly ) ſome idle ignorant Miniſters al- 
ſodo) topreten1 that they arc Pro- 
phets too, but the Lord & againſt them, 
Jer, 23.30. or they have little varie- 
ty thereof, if our gifted men (ſhould 
be ſo much and often for many yeers 
together in one place employed, as 


ſome Miniſters of the Goſpel are, 
F 2 their 


"0 A ; 


eaſily can he transform himſelf into an 
Angel of light , 2 Cor. 11. 14, and 
counterfe.t the Spirit of God upen the 


ſoul, as amongſt the Fews he made 


uſe of falic dreams, and lying vitions, 
Ter. 23. 25, 27. 32. Dent. 13. 1. Tſai. 
28.7.& 14.14. ler.23.16, 10 alſo a- 
- mongſt Chriſtians I read,that ſepremes 

pueri concionantur , in the order of St. 
Francis , and Cornelius , Mnſ. was an 


eloquent Preacher at twelve yeers of 
age, and an aſſertor of Popery in the 


Council of Trent, and many amongſt 
us were much taken with the child- 
Preacher, and though ſome gifted 
men(as in charity I am bound to judge 
till the contrary appear) have fincere 
aims and ends, and do intend toglori- 
fie God, and edify the Church.; yet 
finis operts , the end of the work (though 
not fins operantis,the end of the worker, 
and yet the end of the Worker alſo, 


their ſhallowneſs and emptineſs would 
calily appear, Sixtly , Satan I fear 
hath an hand in this buſineſs, tor how 


7 
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fo far as Satan hath any handin it) 1s 
to cauſe the Miniſtry to be diſhonou- 
red and deſpiſed , as the moſt eminent 
Miniſters, the Apoſtles were amongſt 
them that dzd abound in all utterance 
and all knowledge, and came behind in 
2. gift, 1 Cor. 1.5, and Chap.g. yea 
to deſtroy the Miniſtry 5 10 make every / 
one a Minifter and a Magiſtrate , is to de- 
ftroy the Miniſtry and Magi#racy , tO. 
cauſe the Seals of the Covycnant of! 
Grace, Baptiſme, and the Lords Sup-/ 
per, to be {leighted and ſer at nought, 
to cauſe ſundry to turn aſide unto vain 
jangling , deſiring to be teachers of the 
Law , underſtanding neither what they 
ſay, nor whereof they affirm, 1 Tim.1.7. 
being not able to clear up any one 
truth,or ſolidly ſtate,or determine any 
controverſie, or interpret any obſcure 
part of Scripture., or vindicate the 
truth of God from Popiſh, Socinian, 
Arrian, Arminian Errors: To open 
a door tothe popiſh prieſts and Jeſu- 
 Ites that are come from beyond Sea to 

#1 preach 
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preach to our Aſſemblies, to revile 


and raile againſt proteſtant Miniſters; 
. to vent Errors and Hereſfies., to the re- 
proach and diſhonour .of the prote- 
ſtant Religion , To furniſh all ſort of 
men, and ſcratch their irching eares 
with an heap of teachers , for they will 
not abide called Officers, or ſound 
Do#rime, 1 Tim.4. as the adultereſs 
too often pleaſeth the unchaſt Hus- 
band more then the beautiful yoke- 
fellow, as Witches and Wizzards are 
merry at their diabolical fancied 
Feaſt , as though they did cat and 
drink the moſt pleaſant and whole- 
{ome meats and drinks ; How ſtrange- 
ly did Satan fill the heart of Hacket 
Copinger and Arthiagton, whole ſtory 
you may read in Camdens Eli abetha, 
as well as fce the like in very many 
now adays: To promote thoſe fins 
taat (in oppoſition to the ſins of the 
world, and the fins of the fleſh) are 
properly and purely Sathanical, v4. 
Erro1s, Hereſtes , Seduction, for Sa- 
can 


I. =” 


tl 


tan is nota drunkard , adulterer, a 
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ſwearer Or a- Coyetous perſon ; but a 
lycr, {educer, that abode nor in the 
truths to diſturb the unity and peace 
of our Congregations, whileſt almoſt 
every man 15 4707&, an abſurd man 
out of his place, 2 The. 2. 2. multi- 


| rudes of ſouls perverted, very few, ſa- 


ved; a good Proteſtant of the old ! 
ſtamp , whether conformable or. 
non-conformable, is worth a thou- 
ſand of theſe new Saints: Finally , I 
have heard an ignorant, one diſtem- 
pered in brain and overcome with me- 
lancholy,ſpeak excellently of the moſt 
divine and deep Myſteries of Religi- 
on 3 and Doctor Merick Cauſabone, 
indeavors to (hew how this may be 
done by natural cauſes, aud we read 
that the Anabaptiſts in Munſter , ha- 
ving made a Law that all the Ci- 
tizens ſhould bring their goods in-_ 
to. a common ſtock, there were 
Maids amongſt them , could tell 
how mnch every man had left ar 
home, 
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home, like as Pau! did diſcern 'Ana- 
zias and Saphirah : It is cafic to gue(s 
who taught them - Little did Peter, 
(a pious and emineat Apoſtle )think 
that he aRed Satans part, till Chriſt 
diſcerned and diſcovered Satan, | 


Mat. 16. 


— 


Curuae. VIIL 
Of the mitneſiing Spirit , 


mentioned Rom.S. 16. 


F7 Very matter of worth and weight, 


is to be tranſacted before,and pro- 
ved by two ſufficient witneſles ; us 
teſtis , nullus teſtis ;, In the mouth of two 
or three witneſſes ſhall every word be eſta- 
bliſhed,che Apoſtle producerh heretwo 


witneſſes of our Adoption & ſon-ſhip, : 


which is a thing of very great con- 
ſequence and concernment; our Spirit, 
and Gods Spirit , and theie witnefles 
depole point blank, we cry Abba Fa- 
ther,ver'.15. and this is not a falſe cry, 
but a true cry,and the Spirit it felf bear- 
eth witneſs together with our Spirit , that 
itis ſo; the ſpirit (as we uſe to ſay 
by way of excellency) the Bible, the 
Scrip- 
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Scripture , the eminent, excellent , 
Spirit, Infinite Eternal Spirit, a wit- 
neſs of greater authority , evidence 
and credit, After the reading of theſe 
and other words of Scripture, it is un- 
neceſſary (as well as it 1s beyond my 
purpolc) to prove that the Spirit doth 
witneſs that we are all the childreu of 
God - I ſhall only caquire into the 
manner how the Spirit of God wit- 
nefleth. And firſt it muſt be granted 
that the witne(s-bearing of the Spirit 
here mentioned, is ſpoken of , not as 
2 peculiar priviledge of two or three, 
or a few eminent Saints, but as the 
gencral or uſual priviledge of all the 
ſaints of God , which are /ed by the 
Spirit , are the childrey, Heirs of God, 
and joynt Heirs with Chriſt; and how 
this witneſs is born, I ſhall endeavour 
ro ſhew., 1. Negatively. 2. Afﬀar- 
matively. : 

Neegatively , Firſt not by outward 
voice, as of Chriſt, Mat. 3. ult. Mat. 
17.5. which voyce (ſaith the Apoltle 

Peter 
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Peter) was heard of many 2 Pet. 1.18, 
I9. this witneſs is inward and ſecret, it 
is hidden Manna, Rev. 2.17. which no 
man knows but he that receiveth it : As 
Satan can ſuggeſt thoughts into the 
ſoul which no by- ſtander can ſee ; ſo 
can the ſpirit of God ſet his privy ſeal 
upon the ſoul, and none diſcern, but 
the ſpirit ofa man in him, 2% The 
ſpirit of God doth not uſe the Mini- 
ſtry of Angels, though Chriſts his 
Sonſhip was proclaimed by ſuch Hea- 
venly Heralds, Znk, 1.30, 31, 32s 
Luk. 2.9. 13, 3Y. The ſpirit of 
God doth not witneſs our Adoption, 
by immediate Revelation and Inſpj- 
ration: Jeſus Chriſt indeed received 
not the ſpirit by meaſure , Joh. 3. 34. 
The fulneſs of the Godhead dweltin 
him bodily, Col. 2, 2. and the Pro- 
phers and Apoſtles were in their mea» 
{ure ſo inſpired. 2 Pet. 1. #lt. by vir- 
..tue of which Inſpiration, that which 
was not Canonical before, was fo at- 
ter, and new Trath and Tenets were 
r0 
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tobe received and belceved ; But now 
we may lay,are all Apoſtles? are all Pro- 
phets ? Yea, are there now any Apo- 
ftles,any Prophets ſo inſpired. 4. The 
ſpirit of God doth not witneſs our 
{onſhip, in ſuch dark and dubious 
phraſes, as Apo/os Oracles uſed to be 
delivered in; but there is ſuch cer- 
cainty and clearneſs in this Teſtimony, 
that it doth either alrogether, or in a 
great meaſure , ſulpend and filence 
doubts and diſtruſts ; he that ſees the 
Sun, knows it is bright and light , he 
that taſtes honey, knows it is ſweet > 
and he that taſtes the hidden Manna, 
and hears this Teſtimony, is fully per- 
{waded and farisfied by ir, Rom. 8- 38. . 
5. The ſpirit of God doth not wit- 
neſs to all men that they are the chil- 
dren of God, there are multitudes, 
myriads of men, that never heard it, 
when we ſpeak of it tothem, we are as 
- it were Barbariaxs to them , this high 
| Language of Canaay is an unknown 


Tongue to them, for they mulſt Us 
To - 


the children of God by Adoption in- 
deed, beiore they be witneſſed to be lo - 
prius eft predicare de efſe quam de cog- 
woſci , Yeathe Ele of God have it 
not before conyerſion, nor uſually 
in the firſt ac of converſion, then they 
lye under the {pirit of bondage, v. 15. 
and are in the pangs of the new Birth, 
nor always afterward ; for the Teſti- 
mony is not de eſſe, but de bene eſſe, of 
a Chriſtian , not their Dzet , but their 
Banquet, not common food, buta Cor- 
dial, a witneſs, the moſt puncual 
faithful witneſs, doth bur ſpeak when 
there is need and occaſion, he wit- 
neſſeth not z1lway , but for always, 
Secondly Affirmarively, The Spi- 

rit of God (I conceive) doth witneſs 
all, or art leaſt, ſome of theſe ways. 
Firſt, He doth atteſt Scripture truths 
unto the ſoul, ſaying the ſame in the 
breaſt oi the beleever, that ir ſaith in 
the Bible, by irradiating thoſe truths 
he making the light of Gods word 


brighter, and illuminating the eyes 
oF 


of the ſoul, he makes the fight better; 
ſathat the divine Authority , Infalli- 
bility and Majeſty of the Word of 
God doth appear. I ſhall inſtance in 
twolweet and comfortable Scripture 
truths - Bleſſed are they that hunger and 
thirſt after righteouſneſs , Mat. 5. 6. 
(which ſcems to be the minimum quod 
fic, the loweſt, leaſt degree of ſaving 
faith) and Come to me, I will give ret 
76 them that are weary and heavy laden , 
Mart. 11, 28. which ſeems to be the 
loweſt degree of true repentance; The 
ſpirit of God faith to the ſoul theſe 
are true words; I writthem, do own 
them, and will maintain them, and ſo 
he ſets his ſeal ro theſe truths, as the 
ſoul by recciving and beleiving Gods 
Teſtimony, ſets to her ſeal alſo, 7oh. 
3-33. 2%», He owns the graces that 
are in beleivers, to be his work, as he 
doth own the Scripture to be his 
word, as he doth atteſt fdem que cre- 
ditur , the Doctrine , the Objc& of 


faith, ſo hedoth atteſt fidem que cre- 
_ 


ditar , the infuſed habit or grace of 
faith; ſome Officersin Corporations 
and other Towns, do ſeal Cloth, Le- 
ther, &'c. to witneſs thereby , that 
what they ſeal is truly made, rightly 
dreſt, or of due length, &s. So the 
Spirit of God when we believe, doth ſeal 
7s, Epheſ. 1.13. ſaying (as it were} 
this is true faith, a lively faith, firmly 
faſtened on the word of God ; ſo I 
might ſay of Hope , Love, Repen- 
tance, ec. for the Spirit of God doth 
not only freely give #s the things of 
God, but alſo giveth us to know them, 
I Cor. 2.-10. 12. he telleth which 
graces are genuine and which are ſpu- 
rious, which are real and which are 
counterfeir, he that teacheth us to 
know what we do beleeve, and that 
we do belceve, love, hope, repent, &c. 
3. He makes application ot the pro- 
miſes to the ſoul, thy name and 
mine are not in the Scripture, Whar 
an huge Volumne would the Bible be, 
it every Saints name that have been, 
are 


are , or ſhall be, were written init £ 
God hath wiſe and good cnds, why 
this is not done, it is enough that par- 
ticulars muſt.needs be included in the 
general , but Gods people (cſpecially 
at ſome times) are unapt and unable to 
make particular appiication of the 
- promiſes, theretore God by his Spi- 
rit, which is alſo called 4s finger, Mat, 
12. 28, with Zynk 11.20. punts at 
thee or me, when he is a Spirit of con- 
viction or oft bondage (as fomerimes 
he is, /0h. 16.9. Rom. 8.15.) or wit- 
nefleth againſt us, then he puis our 
name into the threatnings , which in 
the word indefinitely or generally 
ſpoken, as curled is every one that 
continueth not in all things written in 
the Law to do them, Gal. 3.10. it you 
liveafter the fleſh you ſhall dye, Rom. 
8. and faith, as Nathan to Dauid, thou 
art the man, that the ſoul cannot fhift 
or ſhuffle off conviction or terror; but 
when it will witneſs for a man, then 
it puts its name #n the promiſes, as thus, 


Thou 
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"thou Peter, Andrew , Thomas , Bartho- 
lomew , confeſfling and forſaking thy 
fin, ſhall find mercy , Prov. 28.13. 
\ t 10h.1.9, When God by his Spi- 
rit, as by his hand , takes hold on us, 
and faith , Thouart mine, and | am 
thinez and the ſoul by the hand of 
faith , takes hold on God, and ſaith 
| likewiſe, Cart. 6.3. then there is a 
| comfortable marriage made by joy- 
ning of hands. 

He doth from theſe raiſe up 
much conſolation in the foul, and 
therefore is fitly called the comtor- 
ter, Joh. 7, And the Kingdom of 
God is in rightequſnels and peace and 
joy in the Holy Ghoſt, Roms. 14. 17; 

The certainty and aſſurance ot our 
ſalvation doth ariſe from this, or ſuch 
alike Syllogilme. 

He that believeth ſhall be ſaved z 

But thou believeſt, | 

Therefore thou ſhalt be ſaved. | 

The firſt AR of the Holy Ghoft 
goth ſcale —_ or firſt propoſi- 


UOon , 


I" Oe Dire er tp — 
| tion; The fecond Actdoth feale the. 
minor or ſecond propoſition The 


third addeth further aſſurance and e- 
vidence, then that which is inferred 
from the premiſſes , The fourth doth 
raiſe us up to the joy of this {alvation, 
Pjal. 51.:12- 

\ But becauſe there are many preten- 
ders to the witneſs of the Spirit that 
have neither part nor lot in thus buſie 
neſs , for their heart is wot right in the 
' fozbt of God and as many 1aid, here 
s Chriſt , and there is Chriſt , when he 
was neither here nor there; ſo many 


pu they have the Spirit, which | 


ave it not - Theſe are they that ſeparate 
themfeves ſenſual , having not the' Spi- 
rir , Tudev. 19. Schiſmatical perſons 
which ſay, 1 am of Paul, 7 of Apollo, and 
I of Cephas, &c. may think themſelves 
ſpiritual, but they are therein Car- 
al , and walk as men, 1 Cor, 3. 1,2 
whetherthere be an immediate witneſs 


of thie Spirit given by God tn ſome| 


\ caſcs, I nced nor, nor wil I now di- 
pute 


> #; 


pute, for theſe words ſpeak only of 


ſuch a witnefs of the Spirit, as toge- 


\ ther with the leading of the Spirit, is 


cornmon to all: the Sons of God: and 
this (I believe) 3 may truly ſay; 
I. The Holy Spirit doth ordinarily, 
if not alway , witneſs with our ſpirits 
mediately , by the fruits , cffe&s and 
gracious operations thereof, or elſe 
to what end arc marks and ſigns (et 
down in Scripture , and we comman- 


ded totry our ſclyes by them, 2 705: 


3. 14. 2 Cor. 13..5. Gal,6'2,3., | 
2, The Spiritof God in the breſt 


j of the believer, and the Spirit of God 


in the Bible, are the ſame Spirit of 


truth-: and | therefore the Spirit of 


God will not ſpeak peace to the wicked, 
Iſa. 57. 31, or witnels them to be the 
Sons of God, which by their pride, 
lying, cruelty , treachery, or allowing 
themſelves in fin*, declare themſelves 
to be of their fathet the Devill, oh. 8; 


44+ 110h. 3.8. So it doth not con- 


dcmn ' the generation of. the juſt , 
| G2 which 


___ _— : he wit - ory p66 y = 


which are weary and heavy laden, do 


Iunger and tiurſt after righigouſ- 


nefle, 

3. The Spirit of God witneſſerh 
iz ordinances, cr at leaft , yo: with- 
put them, not in the negle& and con- 


tempt ofthem : God 1ndced doth not. 


tye hid own hand, but ours: God can 


fecd with Manaa, but willnor, when 


men may plough and Tow, How the 
Spirit of God doth make ule of holy 
Ordinances, we have heard before, 
thoſe that think themſelves above or- 
dinances, are indeed much below 
them, | 
4. There is ordinarily a ſpirit of 
bondage, antecedent to the ſpirit of 
adoption, wv. 15, 16+ it firſt convin- 
ceth of fin, then of righteouſneſle, 
16h. 16.9. | 
' 5. The witnefling Spirit is a work- 
ing ſpirit, a ſpiric of ſanRification, 
Rom. 1. 4,5.canſt thou find the work 
of the ſpirit, or at leaſt ſome prints 
-and parcels of that work © A few 
grapes 
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grapes ( ſaith DF, Sibbs ) diſcover 4 x 
tree to be a Viae, nota Thorn and 
truth of one 'grace, doth evidence 
truth of all graces : ir is a golden chain, 
God huth linked them together, let 
none put them aſunder. PH 
6. They onely have the wirneſſe 
of rhe ſpirit that are led by , and walk 
after the fpirit, werſ. 1, 14. Now 
theſe words do import both their ha- 
ving and ating of ipiritual life: Dead! 
things may be drawn , but cannot in 


propriety of ſpeech be ſaid to be /ed, 


or to walk. 

2, They import motion , a conti= 
nued motion after ſome thing that 
g0es before. 

3- A willing motion, when the ſoul 
iS not haled, hurried, or violently for- 
ced,, but they are led. I cannoten- 
large; 


G3 Cuar. 


: Crap, IX. 


Of the continuance of the 
Miniſterial Spirit and 


Office in all ages, on Iſa. 
66.21, bs 


45- Heſe words are a gracious Goſpel 
Þprowic ,"in which the Lord of the 
Harveſt promileth , it ſhall be his care 
and work to ſend forth labourers into his 
harveſt : hee faith not, Tow or they 
ſhall rake, but I will take ,- v7F, from 
amongſt men, Heb. 5. 1, lift them up 
to be over and above the people , call 
them to be neer to me, accept them , 
aſſiſt them in a peculiar manner, 7hem, 
(I ſay ) not all the taithfull of the na- 
tions, or moſt of them , but ſundry of 
them, at leaſt ſome 'of them, To be 
Prieſts, he ſaith nor Prieſt, for then 
| | | It 
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Of the Miſfterical Spirtt. 
it might have ſeemed he had ſpoken 
but of one, 4:2, Chriſt; nor doth he 
lay Prophets, which might ſeem to 
be temporary and extraordinary , Ar 
Preachers , which ſome will nceds 
diſtinguiſh trom officers, but Prieſts} 
and Levites, which bcing the names. 
by which the Jewiſh ordinary con- | 
| ſtant miniſtery were expreſſed , he. 
doth thereby alſo expreſſe the mi- 
niſtery of the Gojpel. 

Prieſts. } the Hebrew word 
' hath no neceſſary relation to an Al- 
tar or ſacrifice, it ſignifies not Sacri-! 

ces, buta Servitor, a Miniſter, Now: 

ublike Miniſters were of two forts, 
firſt Political. So Davids Sons which 
were of Judah (of which tribe the Scri- 
ptnre ſaith nothing concernins the Prieſt= 
hood | were chiet Officers, Princes or 
Prieſts, .2 Sam, 18. cum 1 Chron. 
I8. 17. The ſecond ſort of publike 
Miniſters was Eccleſiaſtical, and this 
miniſtery hath theſe two offices per- 
petually annexed to it, preaching and 
IE G4 prayer; 


_ trom his Civil power, would be a 


Prieſt ſtill, and would not ceaſe to pray 


for then , and by preaching ſhew them 
the right way, 1 Sam. 12. 23. the 


prayer; ſo Samuel when depoſed 


Pricſt wasto be a kind of mediator, a 


middle perſon berween God and the 
people, and fo was miniſteriajly zo 


make recoxiliation, 2 Cor.5. 19. In | 


linea aſcendente, as he looked up- 


ward, he is but Miniſter Det , in linea 


de{cendente, as he looked downward, 
he is the Maſter of the Aſſembiy , Eccl, 
I2. God looks upon him as ſtanding 
for the peeple, and in their ſtead; Heb, 
5.1. and people look upon him as 
ſtanding tor God, andin his ſtead, as 
an Embaſſador of God, 2 Cor. 5. 20. 
and therefore ſometimes he is to be 
Gods mouth to the people by preach- 


ing ; andthe peoples mouth to God 


by prayer. Now preaching and pray- 
er -was either ceremonial or morall. 
Sacrificing was Ceremonial praying z 
faith and prayer were the ſoul , the 

— ſubſtance 
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ſubſtance of thoſe ſacrifices, withour 
which the ſacrifices and facrificers, 
were but dead carkaſles and carrions, 
and did ſtink in Gods noſtrils - Expt- 
atorie ſacrifices were prayers, cipe- 
cially for pardon ot fin ttough the 
Sacrifice of Chriſt; gratulatory ſacri- 
fices were prayſes and thinkigivings 
for the mercics of God in Chriſt : Sa- 
craments , and other ceremonial ob- 
ſervances, were their preaching, they 
were the.r Goſpel. The Old Teſta- 
ment was but Ewvangeliunm welitum, 
Chriſts face with a mask on it, the 
New Teſtament is, Ewvangelium re- 
velatum, Chriſt unvailed , reycaled , 
that now we ſee him with open face, 
2 Cor. 3. 18. and the office of Prieſt- 
hood, which was in the time of the 
Old Teſtament, was not by Chriſt 
gtcerly extinguiſhed , but changed ;; 
Heb.7.12. The Engliſh word Prieſt, 
is an Honourable name of ir ſelf, 
though now Partly , betaule of the I- 
dolatry , Ignorance, Iniquity, both a 
$a. tb | | tc 
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the Popiſh prieſts, and of too many 
Miniſters , and principally becaule of 
the impiety and prophaneneſle of the 
times it be degenerated and become, 
a reproach it is derived of the Latine 
Presbyter , or rather from the Greek 
TlgesSv7s;G-, a name very frequent 
both in the Septuigint of the Old , and 
Original of the New Teſtament. 

The word | Alſo J fgnifies that 
this is an additional promiſe to the 
| former, tharthe Gentiles ſhould not 


2 only be Proſelyred, as v. 20. but alſa 


Priefted , Several of them were pro- 
ſelyted before, but the prieſts and 
Levites were not of any but the Jew- 
iſh Nation, nor of any Tribe but the 
Tribe of Leviz and therefore this 
Text is certainly tulfilled amongſt 
the Gentiles. 
All thar I purpoſe to do, is to ſhew 
the continuance of publike Eccleſta- 
| ftical Officers, or Miniſters, from the 
\*_ creation to the conſummarion of the 
world, | | 
Adam 
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Adam the firſt man, was the firſt 
Prieſt, aprieſtat firit without a peo- 
ple: asa man may have .Commiſſon 
10 be a Colonel which yet hath no re- 
giment z a prieſt for himſelf, then for 
bimſelf and wite, thea tor his chil- 
dren alſo, which did multiply and re- 
pleniſh the earth : Cain and Abel did 
not offer up their own ſacrifice , bur 
brought themto Adam to be offered by 
him, Ger.4. 3, 4, doubtleſs 44am of- 
| fered ſacrifice before, but there is no 
direct mention made of it , becauſe 
(poſſibly ) no ſuch notable accident 
tell our there:n, as inthe ſacrificing of 
his Sons : but doubtleſſe they learned 
of Adam to facrifice; and thoſe beaſts 
are ſuppoſed to be offcred up in facri- 
fice, of whoſe skins God made Adam 
and Eve their Coats, Gey. 3. 

_ Under Adam whileſt he lived, and 
after him when he was dead, the firſt- 
born were prieſts, the heads of- the 
houſes, Fathers of Families, did feed 
their Familics ; the Church beingthen 
\ | Dome- 
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| "Domeſtical, the Government was 
Patriarchal, ſuch were Seth, Enos , 
Cainan, and Enoch the Prophet, Fude 
V. 14, 15. and others until the flood , 
and then Noah was a Prieſt and offc- ' 
red Sacrifice, Gen, 8. 20. and preached 
righteouſneſs, 2 Per, 2. and had a na- 
tural Sacrament, the Rain-bow. A 
remainder of this is ſtill in Families, 
every man being 2 King to rule, a 
Propherrto inſtruct them, a Prieſt to 
pray. for them, as Job did, ob I. 5. 
and to biefle them in the Name ot the 
; Lord: and hence it is that under the 
name of Father aud Mother in the fifth 
commandment, are included both Ci- 
vil and Eccleſiaſtical Parents, as well 
as Domeſticall, becauſe at the time 
of the promulgation of the Law , Pa- 


 _ xents\vere Princes, Pricſts and Pro- 


phets of his Church. So 4br4hams was 
a Prieſt, offered ſacrifice, received 
the promiſe, and circumcifion the feal 
of it, and did inſtru& his children and 
ſervants, Ger. 18. 19. ( Hence Ho 
new 


of 
knew what he went about, and asked 
fora Kid or Lamb tor a burat-offe- 
ring, Gen. 22. ) Aiter him 1ſaac and 
Taceb were the Prieſts; yeain Egypt 
God made his mercy viſible , in ſpa- 
ring the firſt-born which were dedi- 
cated to God, Exodus the Ti. 4,5, 6. 
and of this ſort were thoſe Prieſts , we 
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read of Exod. 19. 22. Indeed God . 


did not tyec his own hands in this, Carr 
being excommunicated and put out 
of Gods preſcnce for his bloody ad 5 
Seth his younger brother was put in, 
Gen. 4. 14 16. So Sem was nOL 
Noah's eldeſt Son ( though named 
firſt for dignities ſake ) for /apher was 
his elder brother, Gez. 10, 21, Ser 
was the father of Heber, and of the He- 
brews,the Church of God : and Fa- 
phet , of the Gentiles, which then were 
not (though atterward they, or ſome 
of them did become) members of 
Gods Church; and I beleeve thar 
Sem was he which was called Melcht- 
reaeck, tor he lived ſundry years " 

| tic 
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che time of Abraham, and who ele 
could bea King and prieſt in Gods 
houſe, and greater they Abraham but 
only Sem f So God rejeted Eſau, and 


Facob, the bleſſing and the principali- | 


ty and pricſt-hood which was an- 
nexed to the primogeniture , though 
E ſas prophanely ſold it, and Rebecca 
dealt indiretly abour it, yet the Lord 
confirmed it, Gez, 25, 31,32, Then 
the Ttribe of Levi was ſeparated to be 

ricſts and Miniſters to the Lord , in- 
itead of all the firſt-born , Numb, 3. 
40. and Aaron was conſecrated an 
_ High-pricſt :: anc after him Elea{ar, 
though the High-prieſts office did 
not long continue in his family , poſſi- 
bly the High-prieſts in that trouble- 
ſome and changeable time had finful- 
ly complyed with toleration , that 
every man might do what is right in his 
own eyes, Tudgt 17.6. & 21, 25. 
and with the wandring of prieſts and 
Levites for want of ſetled mainta- 
nance, 144, 17,6, & 19. 1. and 
> therefore 
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therefore Eli of the Family of 1tha- 
”ar was made prieſt, who alſo again 
being indulgent to his Sons, that were 
horribly prophane, the priefthogd 
returned tothe family of Elea{ar:M- 
Zadok ( and there God remembred  : 
Phinehas , Num 25. 13.) whom others _ : 
ſucceeded cven in the time of the cap- *.; 
tivity, for though they "did eat the .* 
bread of affiiftion, and drink the water 
of afflittion, yet their eyes did ſee their 
teachers , according to Gods promiſe, 
Iſa. 30, 20. ler. 32. 18.21.and fun- 
dry of their prieſts did return with 
| them from captivity , Ezra 2. Yeathe | 
Prieſts and Levites were continued | 
till Chriſts time. Zachariah of the' 
courſe of Abiah , and his Wife .of the 
Daughters of Aaron is mentioned , 
Luc. 1. and Chriſt bade them ſhow * 
themſelves unto the Prieſts , Matth.8.4.|, 
bade them hear the Scribes end Phari-|(i . 
ſees fitting in Moſes chair, Matth, 23.1.!* 
and hee appeared before the High 
prieſt, and an(ſivered tor himſelf. Ac. 


23. 


23. To tell of the manifold corrup- 


hood, mentioned in Canonicall and 
Jewiſh Church ſtory, what Idola- 
ters, Apoſtares, Traytors ſome of 
them were, what traditions and hu- 
mane inventions they oblerved, what 
ſecs, ichilmes, ſeditions,, wars, tu- 
mults , murthers they were guilty of : 
what buying and ſelling, what placing 
and di:placing, chopping and chan- 
ging there was of the High Prieſts of- 
fice, the High-Prieſts executing the 
Office ſomerimes by turnes , and 
ſometimes yearly , (as is conceived in 
Chriits time, /0%, 11, 49.) and ſome- 
times the High Prieſts Office was 
conterred on thofe that were not of 
Aaron's Line, nr of any of the other 
Levitical Families , and one Anane- 
 Ius one of the Prieſts of Babylon, was 
_ thruſt into thar office -' I tay to ex- 
preſſe theſe rhings largely, would fill 
a volume; and yetthe Lord (you ſee ) 


preſerved the effence of the Prieſt- 
hood 


tions and deprayations of the Piteſt- 
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' hood in the midſt of al theſe confuft- 
ons -and corruptions, Jeſus Chriſt 
had all the prieſthood of the Old Te- 
ſtament concenrred in him, therefore 
he is called owr High Prie# | Heb. 3-Ie 
or the chiet Officer of thc Old Teſta-' 
ment, 4 Prieſt after the oraer of Mel- | 
| hiſedeck - the greatnels of whoſe * 
Prie{thood the Apoſtic proves by his 
bleſsing Abraham and tything him, 

Heb.'7. 2. 4, 5» 6. and conleq! tently 
of the prie{thood of Jeſus Chriſt, 

who receiveth Tythes , of whom it in 
neſſed that he liveth,v. $. hath an un- 
changeable Prieſtizood, and 7s able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt them that come to 
God by him, v.22, 24 25, So was he 
alſorhe Father and Fountain of the , 
miniſtry of the New Teſtament, 
which at firſt was in Chriſt alone, 
hence he is called alſo our apoſtle, 
Heb: 3. 1. Prophet, A. 3. 22, E- | 
vaneeh, Iſa. 41, 27* Chief Biſhop or | 
Paſtor, 1 pet. 2. 25, Doctor , Matth. 
23. 10, Diaconmus Or Miniſter, Rom. 
H I5. 


% 8 £"Y We” SO * 
2 44 


98 of the Miniſterial Spirit,0 


.15. 8. As Adam the firſt Miniſter of 


' the Old Teſtament, was a King , a 


prieſt and prophet , ſo alſo was 
' Chriſt. 


The encreaſe and growth of the 
Church, was the occaſion of the ſeye- | 


rall Miniſters , Officers. and offices of 
the Church; this appears by expreſs 
Scripture in the Apoltle, Matth. g, 36, 
&c, Matth, 10. 1. inthe 470, Diſci- 
les, Luc. 10, I. 2.in the ſeyen men- 
tioned, At. 6. 1, 2.3. Cc. 
' Jeſus Chriſt wheg he aſcended up on 
high , gave gifts uMto then, ſome A- 
poſtles, ſome Prophets, ſome Evangelifts, 
ome Paſtors and teachers for the work 
of the miniſtry , Ephel.4.11.12, Chriſt 
was the chief Paſtor, 1 Pet. 25, then 
the Apoſtles, oh. 21. 15. (which was 
a three fold renewing of the Apoſto- 
lick commiſhon , becauſe his three- 
fold denial of Chriſt, ſeemed to de- 
grade him ) then the Presbiters , 
1 Pet, 5.2, Ads, 20,28, Chriſt was 
the 4r6h- Biſhop, 1 Pct. 2. 25, Nags 
{tics 
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les, Biſhops, A. 1, 20. then the *_ 


{| Presbyters, AF, 20. 28; Ti. 1. 7: 


God ſent Chriſt; he ſent the Agi5- 
ftles, lobn 20, 21. Chriſt or&K;gined 


twelve, Mark 3.14. 10h.19.14, And 


the Apoſtles did not only themſelves 


 ordain Church- Officers, .4#.14+23. 
1 Tim. 4+ 14. but alſo direged, yea, | 


and charged others alſo t&:oprdain that 
there might be a ſucceſh&sn of the Mi- 
niſtry atter their departure, 1 Tim. ' 
3. I, fc. and 5- 21,22, 2 77m. 2. 2. 
And doubtleſs Timothy., Titus, and 
others concerned, were careful to ob- 
ſerve and keep their direQtions and 
chargez and Jeſus Chriſt _ himſelf 
promiſed he would be with the Apo- 


ftles, not only all their days, but 


Tdo&s T%s iuiges , all days and lucceſſi- 
ons of times, 7 d5,G, which 1s fre- 
quently taken tor the, end of the 
world, by the fame Evangeliſt, Mat. 
15. 39, 40.49. & 24.3. and rhere- 
fore iacludes a promiſe of being nor 
only with the Apoſtles, prophets , 


2 Eyan- 


of the Miniſterial Spirit. — * "—_ 


« Evangeliſts, extraordinary and tem« 
'perary Officers, but alſo with pa- 
Ito:*_ and Teachers, their ordinary 
"ſucceſiors to the end of the world , 
and 1n performance ot the ſaid pro- 
miſe, we donot only read of Biſhops, 
Elders, 'paitors, and Rulers, Mini- 
\fters, in the Epiſtles of Paul, but alſo 
Angels, E'ders, prophets, Stars , 
which Chriſt holdeth in his own Right 
Hanl, who walkeh alſo in the midſt of 
the: ſeven golden Candleſticks , 1n the 
Book of: the Revelation, which is a 
propherical Hiſtory , or Hiſtorical 
propheſie of the principal paſſages of 
the Church of God, untorthe end of 
the world, thatthe holy Bible might 
one way or other , relate the principal 
concetnments ot the Church, trom 
the Creation of the world, to the con- 
ſummation thereof, In Revel. 4. 4, 
6,7 There was a Throne, a place of 


Gods fitting amongſt his people as in 


100 - Of the Miniſterial Spirit, T 


the Tabernacle or Temple, and four 


and twenty Elders, by which we muſt þ 
un- 


of - , 


_ are ſignified, if wor b 


of the Miniſterial epirit, Ion. 


underſtand the Presbiters| or Biſhops | 


of the Church, notthe Saints or pri- | 
vate. . members: For firſt, Never, are 
private members called Preſbiters, 
Preiſts, in contradiction to their Offi- 
cers, Secondly, They are fajd to 


fit upon Thr ones, and have Crownes on 


their Heads, Thirdly , This ſeemes to 
allude to the twenty four courtes of 
Preiſts that waited on God in the 
Temple, Fourthly , One of thoſe 
Elders, Rev. 7. 14. ſpeaking of the 
1440008. ( of every Tribe 120008. ) 
ſaich theſe are they; not we are they» 
as making a difference between the 
Elders and gther Saints; and by the 
foure Beaſts, are meant the Chriſtian 
Churches, through the four Quarters 
of the word, alluding to-the encam- 
ping of the 1ſrae/ttes, which did beat.in 
their tour Standards, the ſame beaſts, 
thatare here mentioned; they that ex- 
pound this Propheſie cleane contrary 
ways, yet they grant that the Miniſters 

y the Elders 
H 3 yes 
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yet by the four Beaſts In Rev. 7. the 
Tribe of Levi is not omitted (as ſome- 
times it isin the old Teſtament, where 
alſo we read of 12. Tribes beſides )if it 
had, then the Anti-miniſterial Spirits 
afthele days, would have ſeemed ro 
have ſomewhat to glory of, burir is 
ſaid, that of that Tribe as well as of 
the other Tribes, though it was a 


{mall Tribe, were ſealed twelve thou- 


ſand , which being ſpoken of the 
Church of the Gentizles , by allufion 
tothe Jewiſh Church may well ſhew 
to us anumber of the Miniſters law- 
fully called, and approved by God, 
proportionableto the reſt of the peo- 
ple, or that God would alfo out of 
the believing Gentiles, chuſe ſome to 
be priefts and LZevites to him: Allo 
when Antichriſt «moſt raged and reig- 


ned : and the outward Conrt was given * 


zo the Gentiles , Rev. 11,2, Yet tit 
Temple (though Antichriſt did fit in it, 


— 
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2 Theſ.2.4.)and Altar, and they that 


worſhip therein(now among(it the Few 
(to 


F Of the Miniſterial Spirit. 
(to whoſe cuſtome he alludeth) the 
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Prieſts did worſhip the Lord ia the 
inncr Court) were tobe meaſured , as 
being Gods Building , tobe repaird 


{| and kept up by him and God did all 


along preierve, not only precious . 
truths; the Poſitive and Aftrmative 
truths of Chriſtian Religion (popery 
conſiſting moſtly in Additions, as 


| elſe where I have ſhewed) which were 


preached by the very prieſts them- 
{elves, eſpecially thoſe main Do- 
&rines of the Trinity, the Nativity, 


| Death, and paſſion , Reſurrection and 


Aſcenſion of Jeſus Chriſt, of his ſen- 
ding the holy Ghoſt , &c. upon the 
yearly days, ſect apart for the memori- 
al of them : Bur alſo he did preſerve 
an holy people , that inſtead of having 
the mark , name, or number of the Beaits 
name, had their Fathers name written 
in their foreheads, Rev. 14.1. and a 
faithful Miniſtery ; proportionable 
thereunto : 1wo witxeſſes , a ſufficient 
amber to hold up his truth ; _—_ 
FE 


mono Of the Miniſterial Spirit, . © 


the mouth of two or three witneſces' ſhall 
every word be eſtabliſhed; and it was 
propheſicd that-thsy ſhould feed the 
Church during the time of herlow-. 
eſt exiled condition, : Rev. 12.6, Iris 
not {aiaT will feed her, which might 

ſcem to be extraordinary z or ſhe (hall | 
feed her ſelf, for then it might be 
imagined that private brethren did 
feed one another; but They, the pro- 
pheficrs, ſhould feed her, and theſe 
were ſlain, and who were they ? not 
only Saints, but Prophets, which are. 
diſtinguiſhed from other Saints, and 
Righteous men, not only in other 
Scriptures, Eph.q. 11.12. Mat. 10+. 
41, 42, but alſo in this very Book, 
which doth not only mention the {lay- | 
ing of the Witneſfles, bur allo for the 
ſame, draws up an Indictment againſt 
Babylon that in her was found the blood, | 
as wel of Prophets, as of private Saints, 
Rev.18.24.tor they as well as others, 
were witneſſes by the word of the Teſti 
wony, and not loving their lives unt0 


the 


the death: Many godly M: niters rs. I 


ons of the Whore of Rome, did al- 
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ſeveral Ages, have born Teſtimony 
tothe truth of Chriſt, and oppoſed Þ} 
Antichriſt; ſo that God, notwith- | 
ſtanding the Idolatries, Sorceries, ' 
W horedoms , Hereſics perſecuti» # 


way preſerve the Eſſence of the Mi- 
niſtery, even where Satans SEAL is, 
Revel.13. 
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| Of the Spirit of Corah > 
" and his gain-ſaying, on 
| Jude verl. 1. _ 


[ Mime was a Levite, though he 
A ſcems todiſclaim the priviledge 

thereof, and made himſelf as one ot 
- thepeople; for he faith not all the peo- 
- ple which were of other Tribes al- 
> fo, and the two hundred and fifty 
| Princes did offer incenſe as well as he, 
 Dathan and Abiram were Sons of 
| Reuben, the firſt born of all the Patri- 
| archs, theſe Renbenites , camped next 
| tothe Kohathites, on the Southifide of 
- the Tabernacle, as is ſhewed, Num.2. 
@ and joined with them, and t#0 hundred 
| and fifty Princes of the _— > 
þ | _ 


Of the Spirit of COral, Gro” PLOT 
Senators, Stateſmen,and Governours, J 
Reputed Religious, and Righteous 
men, were famous in the Church, mes 
of name and renown. Numb. 16.1, 2. f 
they were not any of them (that we þ 
read of) vile or vicious in -their con- 
verſation, noris it likely, if they had 
been ſo, that the Congregation ſhould | 
ſo much reſpe& them, and though F| 
they be called wicked men, v.26, or I 
(as ſome others read ir) ſinners , per- | 
verſe , hard men, yerthat was by rea- } 
ſon ot their diviſoz, which is a work  J 
of the fleſh, Gal. 5. 20, ſhewlig them | 
to be carnal, 1 Cor. 3,1, 2. not by J 
reaſon of any groſle miſcarriage in | 
their converſation that we know of; 
the occaſion of it (ſaith Solowan Far- Þ 
chi) and indeed it might well be ons 
occaſion, was, Corah being a Levite, Þ 
of the Koathites, whiehwas the chief Þ 
family.of the Levites, took offence, Þ 
and envied at the preferment of Eli- Þ 
Xaphan the ſon of Uzziel, whom Mo-Þ 
fs had made prince over the ſons of Þ 
Koath, | 
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"108 Of the Spirit of Corah, 8c. 
|  Koath Numb, 3. 20. when he was of 
\ "the yongeſt brother,and Corah him- 
ſelf was of 1Fhar, elder then he; and 
probably Dathan, Abiram, and 0n, 
being rhe fons of the eldeſt ſon of Fa- 
- cob, did grudge that the. priviledge of 

primogeniture, was taken from their 
Father and his houſe ; See Ainſworth 
in Numb. 16, 

The nature and manner of their of- 
fence was this; Corah took men, he 
departed, ſaith the Siriach werſion ; was 

divided, ſaith Fargum Onkelos ; with- 
\ drew himſelfe, {cyarated himſelte, took 
-. himſclfe to be apart from the Congre- 
- pation, faith Solomon Farchi. And 
F; Dathan, Abiram and On alſo. took men, 
| and ſeparated themſelves, or rather, 
*. Corah took them all into a diſtinct 
bj Congregation or Chruch, trom the 
-* Congregation of the Lore, and from 
| being under the power and oyer-ſtght 
of the Rulers thereof, Numb. 16. 5, 6. 
+.17,40. Pſalm. 106* 17. They roſe up 
- againſt Moſes and Aaron, though I 
_—_ con-. 


conceive them guilty rather of Eccle- 
fiaſtical then of Civil diviſion, rather 
of Schiſm then Sedition or Treaſon, 
and their oppoſition was rather 


againſt Moſes as 2 Miniſter, thenas a 


Magiſtrate, tor they ſaid not all ibe 
people are wiſe, waliant, true hearted 
which are the qualifications of the 


Magiſtrate, they did not claime to 


rule the ſtate, bur-to offer Incenſe, V. 3. 
5, 10, hence Aarons rod budded,. not 
Moſes his Rod, Numb. 17. though.in 
their zeal for their Schiſme, they did 


undutifully refle& alſo upon the Civil | 


Magiſtrate, v. 13- 14. nor did they 


plead only for the equality of. the 4 


Prieſts, with the high Preiits, or of 
the Levits with the Prieſts, as Came 
learned men do conceive they did z 
though this then had been a vety 
great error, and more expretis againft 
plain Texts, then it is now to hold the 
equality of Church- Officers under 
the New-Teſtament; bur though 


Corah was a Levite, they picadeg 
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” 110 Of the Spirit of Corah,&c. 
\ the equality of all the people with the 
| Prieſts and Zevites the words which ' 
Fude calls the zainſaying of Corah were 
theſe; All the Church is holy, every 
: . oneof them, and the Lord ws amonzſt 
them; wherefore lift ye up your ſelves 
| - above the Congregation of the Lord. v.3. 
| 4 whereas indeed and truth it was they 
E hat took too much upon them, v. 7. 8,9. 
| they preached much for Liberty , yea, . 
_ miniſterial power in the bo- 
| dy of the people, in oppoſition to their 
E | guides and leaders, they affeted,chal- 
| | Jenged and uſurped the prieſthood, 
-, V. 10. 1n that they did ſ{eck- i2eprivey. 
- (asthe Sepruagin reads it) to do che 
work of the prieſts, to offer Incenle , 
which though they might eaſily be 
| gifted for, yet were not called to it, and 
;queſtionleſs, the people intended their 
own profit too; forif the prieſts work 
| might betaken from them, and done 
as lawfully by others, why might not 
© alſo their Tithes and Wages © This 
* Schiſm pretending the purity , power, 

; $6, prt- 


priviledge and indirealy the profit 
t00 of the body of the Congregation, 


and complaining of the uſurpation of 


the prieſts, though reſiſted by Moſes, 
and Aaron (who having becn highly 
and viſibly honoured by God, de- 
ſerved to have been very venerable 


amongſt the people) ſo far prevailed, .. 


that Corah gathered all the Congregation 
azainſt Moſes and Aaron, v.19. and 
though God by.Moſes(the Elders of the 


Congregation following him) charged - 


them to forſake Cora and his compa-' 


ny; yea, though God himlelt accor-Y 


ding as Moſes had foretold, appeared' 
againſt them in an extraordinary mi-/ 
raculous way, v.28. to 34. So that? 


the people ſaw it and fled,v. 34. Yeton | 


the morrow all the Conzregation(lo tond 
_ they were of that lead Doetrine, 
after they had flepron it) mmurmured 
agairſt Moſes and Aaron , ſaying, ye 
have ſlain the people of the Lord,v.a1, 
42. asthough Moſes, Aaroz and the 
Elders were not the Lords people, but: 

cance. 
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FX12 Fj reSpritof Corah, &c. 
- enemics,yea-murtherers of them, they' 
meant of Gora) and his company, 
which -were taken away by Gods 1m- 
mediate hand, bur afterward God for 
this their Murmuring ſcnta plague, 
V-45, &'c. This Spirit that was in Co- 
rd , was; indeede an evil, f(editious, 
ſchiſmatical Spirir, and their opinion: 
and practiſe, how pleaſant and plauſi- 
ble fever; and: what ever the 250; 
Princes of the Aﬀlembly,' and all the 
Congregation voted for it, was a dan-- 
gerous , deadly , damning fin, God: 
did ſtrike them dead, nor by che Com- 
mn Aeath of all men; tome the carth 
fwallowed up,.v. 323. ſome the fire 
confumed, v.35, ſome the plague, 
v, 47. and Fade faith, men periſhin 
' the geinſaying of Corah. | 
-  - This gainlaying of Cerah 14 fin of 
© thenew Teſtamenras wel as of the old, 
Fudey. 11, Letir be (erioutly and (ad-. | 
- Jy:canſtdered 'of whom thar Text 1s, 
Y dpdken, and wherher there be not ma- 
E ny: adays (ſome perhaps of honeſt 
" Incee;i9ns aud affetions) guilty of it. 


